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Great Expectations 

While Tiny Tim gorged on goose, Ciary 
Hatcher repaired to a draughty attic 
with a test shot of the Airfix TSR.2 and 
had an anti-flash white Christmas 
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Junkers D.I 
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by Harry Woodman 
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Friday the 13th 

Unlucky tor some, but not lacques Niot. 
who builds hwdene Miniature's 1/4K 
scale Handley Page Halifax B ill. And 
who better? Me nude the patterns for it! 
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New Lamps for Old 

Tom Hall polishes up Rcvcll s elderly 
1/32 Ml- Corsair 
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Attacker! 

Now largely forgotten, the 
Supermanne Attacker was 
Britain's first carrier jet David 
Bart builds the latest 1/48 scale 
release from Classic Airframes, 
with profiles and artwork 
by Jerry Boucher 
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Fabulous Fokker 

Simon I'glow builds Kduard's 1/48 
stale Fokker D.Vll (OAW) kit and 
declares ii "something speviar 
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IPMS Helsinki Open '05 

Photos by Kai Asplund from the IPMS 
competition held at the Finnish 
Aviation Museum 



• 

• pm tm i aaaaai ■ aavy fm «* • mm 
a. ajpgaj Bf mm* at Wm% M 
aaam mm* a. law ■ ■ 4 1 mm 
. tt, *•* mt — law •*> w * *m-> 
km rh«t«*nwMta«a>«af«ua 



mmmmmm, a* m M • mwm^mt al h r" 



• laaaKNirfoav 



I kral 



. ■ 



iMaajaaadaa>i 



a* w« *r>ar <«• 



■MBRBMI 4i« 
dan i i a bi 

l*w w til 1 



Boat* Awiataaat Mada rlo l«t»™*i»^*l k 



aU«lraWl*d t* Ik* »i«n tr*4« by Hm ImI 
B«lwrday of mmmth. 

Next edition on sale 21st Feb 2006 



Copyt^fhf ^rVaVTaaWlfJ 

Dsai to tf» pt>**% m*u*e and braach ol eopyr^hc 
a> any way (ai ortjnal form or mod*acfi anydaraj 
photography a cha copynt+* of SAM Pi&acaDom * 
authors. Nona of (haaa may b« uaad without poor 
braach of ataarnaoonal law. to 4 you a*4 «• 
(lampubacaoona com) paaaao advaa tha pubaihar 



apparant on tha wa6 SAM Pubacaoona p*m noooa that 
ubkihad <n dm. or pr w«xa odoora of th» mafanna Al 
I profiai aaaa plans and lupporong photopaphi ara tfit 
afroamant irom both the author arou and SAM 



devtjn layout and uudo 
copyright of tha ind^KSjJI 
FNjbacaoona IraVingcrnani n a 

SAM I 



B SAM PubJicatiom 2006 

Al ngha reserved. No part of rhn pubJKarion may be reproduced 
or transmuted (ricfcxfcnj posting to a website) *\ any farm or by 
any means, e toctio i ac or mechanical, rtciucang ohotocopy. 
rtcorxSmg, or any other araormaoon ttorage and retneval system, 
without pnor f^errntision tn wnong from the pubfahers 




Editorial 



Of Men and Machines 



To the lmjXTi.il War Museum at 
1 hixtord for the official unveiling 
of the refurbished BAC TSIU 
\K::: I nc is raps tame off before a 
^thering of invited guests fn>m the 
I^R.2 development, manufacturing and 
flight test teamv the volunteers from 
I>uxford Aviation Society who had 
earned out the restoration, and 
gentlemen and ladies of the press. 

Who's the little old nun in the cap?' 
a local newspaper reporter asked me as 
the polythene sheets were pulled away. 
•Jimmy DeiiVOh: 

I haw no ulea whether this intrepid 
scribe ever bothered to enquire further, 
but had he done so he might haw 
discovered that the little old nun in the 
cap' was the only person still .ilive to 
haw flown the ISR.2 as pilot-in- 
command, the other I SR. 2 pilot being 
Dell's then boss*. English FJectnc/BAC 
Chiti lest Pilot the late Roland Bee' 

BettnotnL 

Squadron l eader lames Dell loined 
Knglish Electric from the Royal Air 
I orcc on New Year's I >av 19«). and a 
year later was appointed Deputy < hiet 
lest pilot, playing a nuK>r role in 
development ot the 1 ightmng. His 
association with the TSR.2 - 'a delight to 



fly.' he told us - was, perforce, brief in 
the light of the Labour ( iovernment of 
the day's ill judged and devastating 
cancellation ot the pronxt and 
immediate destruction ot airframe*, ligs 
and tooling. Fortunately, twti unflown 
airframes haw survived, the one at 
1 hixtord and XR220 at the RAF 
Museum, t ostord. 

l>e*pite the weak but wekomc 
December sunlight, and the happinc** 
ot the occasum of the TSR.2 * rollout, 
there was a air of gloom .it I Hixtord. tor 
on the first of the month Ray Manna. 
AK -. doyen ot the UK warbird scene 
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included free with Scale Aviation 
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• Sponsored by Airfix! 
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Missed any vouchers? 
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To claim your free binder: 

• 1 As a direct subscriber [to SAM 
Publications) you will 
automatically be sent a binder 
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•2 Non-direct subscribers send 
your 3 vouchers (or 
photocopies of] with your 
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SAM Publications. Media House, 

21 Kingsway. Bedford MK42 OBJ. UK 
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The kau fsiy Hanru (PV: Mfcejarram) 

and founder ol the I Hi xford- based Old 
Hying Machine Company, died 
suddenly, aged 77. 

A New Zealander. Ray learned to fly 
in his name land before working his 
passage In ship to I ngland in ! 4 ' W in 
order to join the RAK with which he 
trained on the IVrcival Prentice. Harvard 
and Meteor. ai>d flew Halliols, Tempests 
and Bcaufighlcrs. After joining 7V 
Squadron. 1 TAI in ( lernuny he flew 
Meteot 1 K 9c in the tactical recce rule a 
task that enabled him to indulge in the 
authorised loss- flung tor which he 
retained a passion! In the early l9Mh 
Ray was a member of the ( .ollcge of Air 
Warfare's three-ship Meteor 1.8 acrobat* 
team, and in 1965 he mined the newty- 
tormed Hexi Amm-j as Hed 3. a year bier 
becoming team leader, a position he was 
to hold twice, serving four years as Red I. 
r\»st-retircnient from the RAF Ray 
I lanna pursued a career as an airline and 
corporate >et pilot, and U-gan his 
warbird dispLiv living career with Sir 
.Adrian Swire's Spitfire IX Ml USA. an 
aircraft with which he is ill forever l*e 
associated. It became the keystone of 
Ol Mi .which he formed in IV8I with 
his son Mark, a former RAI Phantom 
pilot, tragically killed in Spam in 
September IW while flung the 
company's I lispano HA. 1112 Buchon. 

Ray will be remembered as one of. it 
not the. finest display pilots ever, lor his 
meticulously accurate, but ever flowing, 
lyrical and simply breathtaking warbird 
display (and by this writer tor the 
several occasion* on which he feared 
decapitation as he urged Ray 'just a bit 
krwer" for the next photo run!). 

A f ew days before XR222 emerged, 
another celebrated British flier also 
made unhappy headlines. lest pilot 
Neville Duke, even 193th schoolho) \ 
hero after he wan for Britain the World 
Airspeed Record at 728 mph in 1953 
frying Hunter prototype WBI88. was 



forced to sell a lifetime's memorabilia in 
order to fund a hip replacement 
operation for his 85-year-old wife. 
Eunice, and because of concerns about 
security and the cost of insurance, the 
couple h.uing already lost silverware 
and other mementoes in three 
burglaries. Neville, who at 83 years of 
age is still an active pilot ( 1 was 
privileged to fly with him oikc. alas not 
in a Hunter but in an Kdgley Optica 1 , 
put up for auction his DK* with two 
Bars (won during his 485-sortte. 28- 
victor) wartime service i. OBI , the 
parachute with which he killed out 
from his stricken Spitfire over lake 
Bracciano in 1944. wartime diaries, the 
helmet he wore when he broke the 
airspeed record, his mother's scrapbook 
of his achievements, and his living 
logbooks. Ihc sale raised £138.000 - a 
couple of weeks' wages for a 
Premiership foolluller. Some wai to 
treat a real hero, eh? 'Hie only good 
news was that the collection is tt> remain 
intact, and in Britain. 

What, aside from Airtix's launch of 
the TSR.2 kit (see p. 1 38) has all this to 
do with modelling? Simply this. 
Aeroplanes are no more than 
assemblages <>t metal, wood, fabric, 
nibber. and. increasingly, clever 
composites and smart microchips. 
Without the people who design, build, 
fly and serv ice them, right down to the 
chap who polishes the windscreen or 
pulls away the chocks, they can do 
nothing, no not even those suppo*cd!> 
autonomous' unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAVs) that require battalions of 
computer geeks and console operators 
to get them aloft and sustain them there. 

As we model them, let's never forget 
that. 

MB* tun** 

Scjtr A.sOon Mode*er 



Next issue - FREE modellers' guide part 7! 
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SB2C-4 HELLDIVER 




SB2C-4 Helldiver 



Scale 1/72 



UK Impose' Toyway 



Kit No 12406 



Price: £10.99 
Panel lino: Rac— id 
Status. New Tooknf 



Ptas0cS2.O aar6 
Docal Options 4 



Wtfl rt't here, and * looks like ft has b««n 
worth the wart. This is without a doubt the 
b«st 1/72 rteioW around, and ts unlikely to 
bt surpassed for somt omt to coma, so 
stack thorn up nowi Wtth four decal options, 
ooaut u noma g ooa h .r n ano 
wheel we*s. tha let* 2006 off to a ftynnf 
start for Academy 



Manufacturer- Academy 
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RFC Personnel 



Scale 1/48 
Krt No esos 



Pnc.£7 40 



Status: Now Tboenj 



lype. r eo coon nouwej o psasoc 
Pare: PlasOc 33 to make 6 Fsjunt 

Marwftactunar. Eduerd 

UK Importer Hannants 




Sopwith F.l Camel 'William Barker' 



Soto: 1/72 

Kit No: 040 

Price: £7.50 

Panel Unes: Recessed 



Status: Revhod Tboflnt, 



Parts Plastic 33 



Pocal Opdons: 8 
Manufacturer. Roden 



UK Importer Pocketbood 





Blackburn Ripon Mk II (Floats) 



Scale: 1/72 
Krt No: MS 102 



Price: £16.25 

Panel Unas Reccucc 



Status: Revised Tboknf 



rarvS. vaoorm 14. injection 
DecalOpoons: I 



I 



UK Importer*. For further information 
contact Aorociub 
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Folland 41/37 Centaurus Engine 



Scale 1/72 



(Ot No 8272 
Prce £24 SO 



Panel Lines Recent 



Status: Now Tboane, 



Parts: Res* 17. Metal 17. Vscform Oe*r 6 



DecalOpoons N/A 



Manufacturer May 



UK Importer For availability contact Mafna 
on 01202 624314 




n/po. vaciorm 

Par tt Vacfcw iii 10. tnjecdon Moulded Psaedc 27 

Pocal OpOone : 2 

Minu^c^Brt)pi a^~~ 
UK Importer For further information 
contact Aerockib 



gig 



type, msocoon rsouwoo na st< 
Parts: Plastic 30. vacform 95 2 



DecalOpoons 2 



Manufacturer BropUn 



S00 



— ::: 



Heavy * \ »«" 



UK Importer For further infcimuOon 
contact Aerockib 
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Grumman FHF-I Tiger 



Scale 1/48 



Kit No 604 S 



Pr<e £44 60 



Panel L«^*s Received 



Status: New tooane, 



ft* »•* * 



ivpo: s nsacoon rio u woo piasoc 
Parts. Plastic 33. Rasm 15. Mea 
Docal OpOons: 3 



15. Metal 19. Etched 13 
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Manufacturer Fonder* Miniatures 




1 Grumman OV-ID Mohawk 


Scafe: 1/46 


Type: Infection Moulded ptetdc 


K*No:4l3 


FVo Ptast* 172. Clear 17 


Price: £27 SO 


Decai Options: 3 


Panel Unas: Recessed 


Manufacturer. Roden 


Status: Revised tootng 


UK, importer rocKctoono 
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Parts: Plastic 30. Vadorm Peer 2 

Oecal Options . 2 

Manufacturer Broptan 

UK imporcar For furtrter Information 
contact Aarodub 
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Republic P-43 Lancer 



KAST»XOW UOOf L • UOOtL K 



Status: Revised tooang 
rype. myecuon nomoaci pawpc 



Manufacturer R oden 
UK 
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Scat* \m 



Kjt No 72015 
Prx. £2125 



Panel Unes: Recessed 



Status: Naw Tboang 



Type: Reatn 
Para: Resin 30, Vadorm Oaar I. Etched IT 

Decal Options I 

OUmp 



UK 
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Bellanca CH-300 Pacemaker 


Scale 1/72 


Kit No: 003 




Panel Unas: Racauad 


Status: Revise 


d Too ~g 




type. vaCrOrm 


rarti vacTo^n 


i Clear I . Vadorm 32. Res* 




Dacai Options: Nona 


Manufaccurar. Khaa Kha 




For information on avaitab* 




contact zdkg 


mtaonltna . net 
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Republic Lancer 



Scale I/72 



Made in Czech Republic 



Kt No 7206 1 



£15 50 



Panai Lf^ei R*c<ti*^ 



am ■ seat 



rype. wifacoon 



* Moulded ptestic 



Parts Plastic 30. Vadorm Oaar 2. Etched S. 

K*tn IS 



Decaf Option* 4 
Manufacturer Pavta 



UK 
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Roland CM 



L 



Wolfish 
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Roland C II Walfisch 



Scale 1/48 



Kit No 1116 



Pace £21 30 



Panel Unes Recessed 



Status: New tooirej 

Infraction Moulded plwrtc 



Para PUsoc 60. Clear 7. Etched 54 (16 
colour). Kit also includes txprtu masks and 
bonus s«t of figures 

DoaiOpdonc 2 

Manufacturer Eduard 

UK I 
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Para Plait* 26. Revn 16. Etched 7. 

Varforrn Pear 2 

Decal Options 2 



Manufacturer Specia l Hobby 
UK 
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Sutus Revised T boho| 
Typo: Injection Moulded PUstic 



Para PUstK 30. Clear I 



Decal Options 2 
Manufa cture Ofcmp 
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Koolhoven FK-51 



Scale I 72 Kit No 7264 

Pile*: £11.10 

Panel Unes Recessed 



Sutus Revised "footing 



Type Infection Moulded 



Para Plastic 3S. Etched 28. Revn I . 

\racformOear 2 

Decal Opoons 4 



Manufacturer Axur 



UK Importer Hannants 
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Albatross Dr. I Triplane 



Sea** 1/72 

Kit No 004 " 

rW £13.40 

Panel Unes Recessed 



Status New Tcwtne, 

Type- Inaction Moulded Platte 
Para PUst< 38. Etched 14 



Decal Opoons: I 
Manufacturer: Elf 

UK li 
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KIT Me. 001 



DFWT28 
FLOH 



flGMTER W0T0TYPI 



LIMITED EDITION 




DFVVT28 Floh 



Sot* 1/72 



Kit No 001 
Pr.ce £1080 
Panel Lines 
Status New 



Toolm*. 



Type Infection Moulded 
Parts. PUtoc 28. Etched < 
Decal Options I 
Manufacturer Elf 
UK Importer Hi 



DFW T28 FLOH 1/72 
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BuftMh model 339-23 Jn RAAF and USAAF Colors' 




Brewster Buffalo Model 339-23 RAAF and USAAF' 



Kit No 480S7 



Ptkc £20 90 



Panel Lines Recessed 

Sutus Revised Tooling 

Typo: Infraction M oulded Plastic 

Parts: PUetic 62, Reata 14. Pear 7, Etched!! 

DocaJ Opdom: 4 "" 

Manufacturer Spedal Hobby 

UK I m porw . H m nam a 




Special Preview 

Hasegawa Junkers Ju 87 G- 1/2 



Junkers Ju 876-1/1 



Sate: 1/32 
Product No: ST25 

!»4ytyplMdc8 



Pnce £34 99 

The Ju 87 is not a small aircraft 
and on opening the box the 
first thing that strikes you is the 
Urge quantity of plastic that fills it to 
the top. A careful perusal of the 
instructions and the plastic parts shows 
that Hasegawa have taken note of some 
of the criticisms on their earlier 1/32 
kits - for example the tailwhcel 
assembly is made up from five parts 
which look* vers- realistic when 
compared to the simpler assembly in 
the Me 109. The 25 piece cockpit 
shows a very good level of raised detail 
which will look amazing with careful 
dry-brushing and some washes. 

There are a few nice touches that 
show some thought has gone into 
making this an easy kit to assemble. 
The*e include a very robust wing spar 
which ensures the correct angles of the 
cranked wing as well as adding 
strength to the wing assembly. 

Other nice touches are the 
mask* printed on the 
instructions for the 
splinter camouflage and 
the 44 decals for the 
complicated canopy 
framing of the Stuka. 

The only parts of the kit 
that I did not like were the 
cannon barrels, which have 
been hollowed out. but 
moulding limitations mean 
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Cutting To The Quick 

ccciving a carrier hag of different 
coloured sprues, accompanied l>v .1 she.it 
of photocopied instructions and neither 
dccals or box may not he everyone* idea of an 
ideal Christmas present, hut when it constitutes 
an earlv preview of the year's most talked about 
kit. and the instructions are annotated in the hand 
of Mr Trevor Snovvden. a chap is liable to look Dp 
and take notice. Thus, after collecting the goods in 
a foggy exchange with a colleague at Ferrybridge 
Si r vkcs. | scuttled home and spent until three in 
the morning in a state of almost narcotic hypnosis 
gluing them together. It was a couple of days 
In-fore ( hristmas 2(H)?. I he deadline for 
publication was very early in January, so with all 
manner of seasonal visits and journeys on the 
calendar, I had to get my skates tin. 

Before continuing in this vein, allow me to 
interject a couple of points. Firstly, this is a test 
shot. While releasing such an item for review 
suggests .1 degree o! confidence on the part «>t the 



manufacturer, it would be unfair of me to present 
it as other than a very early pre-production test 
shot, and therefore I will comment little on the fit 
ot the parts, but rather attempt to give an idea of 
what the final production kit promises to be like. 
Secondly, and for the benefit of those few readers 
who haven't alreadv skipped the bulk ot these 
rambling* to discover my conclusion, it is a very 
good model, and the final version promises to be 
even better. 

Cutting Even Quicker 

! am a dreadful modeller. It takes me months to 
build anything, so I had to work quickly to get 
this finished in time. Fortunately Airfix facilitate 
the u>k with the engineering «>t the kit both top 
and bottom are designed in such a way as to leave 
minimal seams to clean up, and the whole main 
undercarriage bay assembly - even at this early 
stage in its genesis - was a good tight fit. 

Most of the pieces present were cast in a hard 
disagreeable plastic, either black or cream in 



colour, which ignored liquid poly completely, and 
only reacted favourably to superglue. Needless to 
say the production kit will be a different kettle of 
fish Panel lines are crisp and tidy, and easily on a 
par with anything from other mainstream 
manufacturers. The test shot featured a number of 
lines that were engraved erroneously - so 
disregard any anomalies you may see in this 
department. The moulds have been polished too. 
so the surface of the kit parts is smooth, and easy 
to work on. 

Construction starts with filling the fuselage up 
with undercarriage bays and cockpit tubs. I he 
former feature nice moulded detail, while the 
latter will be provided with dccals for the 
instrument panels and side consoles. As little 
enough is visible through the aircraft's canopy, 
and time was short. I simply painted the cockpit 
interior grey and fell to wassailing instead. 

Once the various inserts were applied 1 joined 
the fuselage halves, taking care to line up the 
cockpit apertures to ensure the best possible tit of 




The t hr u -part upper-fuseUge assembly it a ntc« pwct of 
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The tai and upper airbrakes 




Port mukc assembly 



the transparencies. Kvcrything slotted nicely into 
place, and in fact the only part* of the whole kit 
that were in any way controversial were the 
intakes and associated trunking, which I am 
informed arc to be re-engineered prior to 
production. 

Addition of the wing and upper fuselage 
sections w.is most satisfying. Nothing is more 
intolerable than trying to remove a fuselage seam 
on a white- painted aeroplane. On this kit you will 
have only the short section between the wing and 
the cockpit to worry about! 

Cutting Edge 

I hings had moved quickly so tar. and thanks to 
the layout and design of the parts I had a finished 
airframe in only two sessions at the workbench. 
My usual sanding and filling followed, and 
Halford's primer was thrown into the mix. It is 
impossible to say how much filler will be needed 
on the production kit. but I used neither more 
nor less than usual on this example, and found 




Main cockp»t canopy painted and ready 

that on the whole it went together with little fuss. 
One particularly nice area is the jctpipe assembly, 
which features good detail and fits beautifully. 

The instructions provided suggest that the kit 
will feature options for three aircraft - all white 
unsurprisingly. These will be XR2I9, XR220 and 
XR222. Comprehensive stencilling will be 
provided, and the instruction sheet shows some 



70 items requiring placement on a finished model. 
Having no decals. 1 opted to use parts from an 
Airfix Vulcan sheet, which were the only anti-flash 
options I had in my spares box. The roundels for 
the upper wings seemed about right, but having 
none of the correct size for the fuselage I have 
applied an outsi/e example to one side only, in 
order to give a better idea of what the model will 
look like when dec a led. 

The aircraft was finished with numerous coats 
of Halford's Appliance White, apart from the 
undercarriage, which 1 sprayed Humhrol matt 
white with my Aztec. With hindsight I would have 
been better airbrushing the whole thing, as the 
Halford's coats had to be sprayed outside, and 
repeated snowstorms interrupted the procedure 
with monotonous regularity. 

In Conclusion 

There has been a lot of speculation over this kit. It 
has. of course, suffered some delay, and this has 
been due to the manufacturer's determination to 



A Quick History 
of the TSR.2 



The TSR.2 (Tactical Strike/Reconnaissance) 
started life in 1954 when the Air Staff began 
Unking for a replacement for the Canberra 
lTSR.1 I. When in 1957 the Conservative 
government cancelled the Avro 730 strategic 
bomber, a new specification was issued, GO 339, 
which was itself finalised a year later as OR343. The 
Government would not place a contract with a 
single manufacturer, only with a group of firms 
working together as thev intended an 
amalgamation of the aircraft industry into BAC. 

In 1938 the Air Ministry, along with the Ministry 
of Aviation, pressed Vickers Armstrong and Mnglish 
Hectric into a composite design, with the 
announcement on I January 1959 that thev would 
build the aircraft. The formation of BAC. took place 
in I ebruarv 1960b however because of the upheaval, 
it wa» not until October that year that the division 
of work between \ ukers Armstrong and Hnglish 
Electric for the TSR.2 was settled. 

Along with the massive work effort, a 
Government bureaucrats containing upwards of 60 
Co mmitted evolved. In theory subcontractors 
would work through BAC. who would deal with the 
Ministry. In practice it was a disaster, 
subcontractors would deal with the Government, 
with no contact with BA( . who in turn could not 
change any aspect of the design w ithout going 
through the administration. On top of this, the 
Ministry of Aviation wanted complete control over 
the project, as did the Treasury and the resulting 
infighting would sap al the TSR.2 until its 
termination in 1965. 

In 1958 the Royal Navy refused to have any thing 
to do with TSR.2. opting for Blackburn's NA..W 
(Buccaneer) as their new strike aircraft. The 
purchase of Polaris from the USA in 1963 and the 
unsuccessful attempt at selling the TSR.2 to the 
Australians further undermined the prmect. and 
the last blow was the newly elected I abour 
Government's decision at the start of 1965 to opt 
for around I 50 of the much less capable American 
F-IMA. 

Despite of the appalling mismanagement, on the 
30 September 1964 the TSR.2 made it s first flight, 
one year behind schedule. Problems had been 
encountered with the undercarriage and the 
engines, but these were soon resolved, and the 
aircraft first went supersonic on its fourteenth 
flight. By the end of the initial testing, including 
low level runs, the TSR.2 had surpassed all 
expectations. But on 6 April 1965. with three 
aircraft built and 17 on the assembly line, the axe 
came (as it did for the HS.68I and P.I 154). Work 
and testing was stopped. BAC were instructed to 
destroy all aircraft, jigs and documents etc, and 
thus the end came for the TSR.2 - by far the 
world s most advanced and capable military aircraft 
of its time and for decades to come. 

Tiff L'HVt' 




TSR.2 In Detail 
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ntlown TSR.2 prototype XR222 has been refurbished by volunteers from 
the Duxford Aviation Soue(\ and was formally rolled -out on 16 
December 2005 in a ceremom attended by forma BA( personnel, 
surviving TSR.2 test pilot Jimmy Dell, and the restoration team These 
photographs were taken In s.\.\//*s Managing Editor. 
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mpreivon of the production kit s potential 



get it right. I would be inclined to say. on the 
strength of this test shot, that this is precisely 
what is going to happen. My own inclination is to 
judge a kit first and foremost by the amount of 
scratchbuilding I have to waste time doing. Here 
there are no major sins of omission, and the 
modeller has a complete aircraft ready to build 
with no holes to fill, and a more than adequate 
canvas for \upcrdctailing should one be so 
inclined. 

This promises to be an excellent kit. I orget the 
ghosts of Airfix past - the ancient Bf 1 10, the 
Zero, and the button wheels we took for granted 
40 years ago - this, the white ghost of Airfix 
present, along with the others announced at 
Telford in November, suggests that the ghost of 
Airfix to come is going to be very welcome when 
it comes rattling on the door later on this year. 

duty Matcher 





Now largely forgotten, the Supermarine Attacker 
was Britain's first carrier jet. David Batt builds the 
latest 1/48 scale release from Classic Airframes 




■ n the exciting world of record breaking there's 
I a bask fat t to bear in mind — given a field 
I where a simple achievement can he recognised 
then something is going to be first. After that 
everything comes second. 

The Supermarine Attacker was the Fleet Air 
Arm's first jet -powered fighter. There, that's it. 
There's not much more to be said. It was a gas- 
turbine powered version of the Seafang, which in 
itself was essentially a late-mark Seaflre with a 
laminar-flow wing. lo> than 2(H) were built and 
although it came from the most emotive name in 
the British aviation industry and served for six 
years, it was never regarded with any great affection. 
Whereas the Swift was Supermarine's swan song the 
Attacker was just a clearing of the throat. 

Nevertheless. I was keen to see this kit as I like 
turning out the sort of model that might have 
supposedly well-read aviation enthusiasts 



scratching their heads before they figure out what it 
is. and also one of the few letex-powered models I 
built decades ago that actually flew well was based 
on this aircraft. (Ah, nostalgia! I have one of those 
Keil Kraft Attacker kits half-built at the moment, 
destined for a Rapier solid roeket power. Ed.) Finally, 
from an aesthetic point of view the Attacker, like 
most early jets, has a true purity of line and would 
make a welcome addition to my collection. 

In common with most modellers I like to do a 
bit of background research on a project to at least 
get a feel for the subject. I was stunned by how 
little I could find on the aircraft and will therefore 
treat this article as a building exercise rather than 
try to create an appraisal of its accuracy. 

Open the box! 

Classic Airframes have a distinctive style to their 
packaging which can be immediately recognised on 



shop shelves. Lifting off the 'proper' top to the 
lightweight card box revealed three injection- 
moulded sprues with a single transparency packed 
separately in a heat sealed 'annex' to the main bag 
to prevent scratching — a neat idea that other 
manufacturers might copy. There are 39 injected 
parts in what appears to be (but isn't — more on 
this later) very brittle grey plastic, featuring crisp 
engraved detail, while the injected canopy is thin 
and clear with very faint frame line detail. Nineteen 
cast parts are supplied in a grey resin and feature a 
very high standard of detailing, while a sheet of 
etched metal makes a welcome return to Classic 
Airframes and provides 14 pans. 

The painting and markings guide is in black- 
and-white (Classic Airframes used to have neat full 
colour painting guides; it's a shame to see them 
gone), but in real terms this isn't a problem with 
only two colours in the scheme. Three marking 




Layout of the tuts pUst< parts 




The resin parts include a turbine fxe. though it's not vivb*e on the fmnhcd 
flishltfht 



0 4 , ? 



The kit's sangt* canopy has barely vtstbte framt knes 

options arc given. Two arc for FAA Attackers in 
Extra Dark Sea Circy over Sky, one from 800 Sqn 
aboard HMS Eagle and the other from 1831 Sqn 
RNVR based on a 'concrete carrier' in 1955. The 
third option is an attractive overall aluminium 
aircraft of the Royal Pakistan Air Force {the 
Attacker's only other operator) in 1953. 

Certain feature* have to be accepted in limited- 
run kits. These include thick parts with clumsy 
sprue gates, and in the case of my kit a degree of 
flash and some severe mould wear. Several locator 
holes had filled in (I presume there are some kits 
out there with curious little metal pegs embedded 
in the plastic) and some time had to be spent 
drilling them out using the 'scars' as guides. 

1 onstriKtion started as usual with the tockpit 
interior, which with the notable exception of the 
instrument panel is very neatly cast from resin. 
Three parts make up the simple ejection seat, 
which is finished off with straps from the etched 
metal sheet. I believe that these early seats allowed 
for a backpack parachute and a dinghy pack in the 
seat pan. neither of which formed part of the seat 
proper, hence the vacant recesses in the kit seat. I 
followed the kit's colouring instruction for this 
with the exception of the firing handle, which 1 
finished with black- and -yellow stripes rather than 
overall yellow. 

The substantial cockpit bath is cast in one lump 
with a comparatively small pouring block which I 
removed with an Ol fa P- Cutter. Before painting this 
part I offered it up to the kit's injection moulded 
plastic fuselage, anticipating a prolonged and messy 



A number of ftneh/ cast resin pam are supplied 



period of scraping and filing before anything even 
crudely fitted together. I was stunned when the 
cockpit dropped perfectly into place without any 
fuss at all With my experience of several Classic 
Airframes kits I was caught completely unawares 
and had to do a double-check on the box top to be 
sure I had the right manufacturer! 

The only sub standard part within the cockpit is 
the instrument panel, ('lassie have provided this as 
an injection-moulded component and it's far from 
being the best plastic part in the kit. The 
instruments are featureless, with crude raised 
be/els that in some areas are incomplete. A resin 
casting from a decent master would have been 
better, but best of all would have been an etched 
metal part with a printed or photo film backing, 
and it's annoying to realise that both these media 
are provided elsewhere in the kit. 

I elected to file the plastic part flat and replace 
all the dial bezels with items from my depleting 
stock of RcHcat generic brassware. These were 
fixed in place with Future floor polish and then 
filled in after the panel was painted with white 
discs punched from a decal sheet and dials from 
RcHcat. I think it looks a lot more convincing. The 
retractable tit IS Mkl gunsighl is well crafted from 
resin, just take care when fitting it as it can drop 
down behind the instrument panel and possibly get 
trapped inside the cockpit. 

Mould damage on the kit extended to the slots 
in the fuselage sides for the wing spar ( Part 5) 
which had filled in completely. It took some 
energetic chiselling to get these open, for the mould 



had broken down completely in this very small area 
— it wasn't nisi a case of a bit of heavy flash. Once 
in place though the wing brace did its stuff really 
well, the completed wings marrying up to the 
fuselage with no gaps at all on the top surface 
where they'd be hardest to fill. The more 
demanding modeller will want to fill the inside of 
the wing join where it forms part of the main 
wheel well. 

As 1 don't know the real aircraft that well 1 was a 
bit unsure about the ventral whatchama'callit ( Part 
35) for it didn't fit at all well. I had to file out the 
hole in the fuselage underside to clear it and then 
the part didn't fit flush with the underside, being 
slightly recessed. It seemed quite happy in this 
location so I left it alone from this point, sure that 
in the fullness of time I'd find out what it was. I 
also had some problems with the locating tabs and 
slots for the tailplanes and had to cut and file these 
to get the parts to fit around the resin tailpipe 
casting. 

From this point on the kit virtually fell together 
without any great fuss. Considering the grief and 
hassle CA kits have given me in the past I was 
genuinely stunned. There are very few location pins 
and most of them had filled in due to mould 
damage, (are therefore had to be taken to make 
sure the parts were correctly aligned, particularly 
the fuselage halves unless you want to risk losing 
the incredibly delicate surface engraving. 

At this point I have to mention the plastic. As it 
appears on the sprue the parts are extremely glossy 
and this makes it look like hard and brittle 




There's food and bad on the sprues Th« undercarriage is neatly done but the arrester hook is a short-shot', while the instrument panel is rather clumsy 




Care has to be taken to remove the ejector ptn scan wherever they might interfere with the fit 



Dewd used an Offa P- Cutter to remove the resm pouring blocks with mmenal dust 




The instrument panel was improved by M«ng rt flat and 
decoratmf it with ReHeat instruments 



Resm parts for the cockpit mtenor cleaned up and sprayed with Halfords grey primer 




The cockpit .menof para ready for um 



Whenever practical. David brought together parti for bulk painting, here Iming op the 
undercarriage k*gi **oog the sprue next to the arrestor hook lor spraying with Aiciad II 




Two vewi of the cockpit interior instated "from thn point on the model just led together ' 



polystyrene. It isn't. Whoever made the mould did 
a terrific job of polishing it to a glasslike finish, for 
the plastic itself is very soft. It will scar and scratch 
all too easily, so take great care. On the plus side, 
although the parts arc pretty thick, the trailing- 
edges taper down to almost razor sharpness — an 
excellent job. 

Various resin parts are supplied for the main 
structure of the aircraft. These consist of the 
tailwhccl and arrestor hook wells, tailpipe and rear 
fuselage, and the lower corners of the intakes. Most 
of these parts tit extremely well and can be blended 



in without any real effort, the exception being the 
intake corners that need just a bit of fettling to get 
the best fit and then a little filler afterwards. 

I produced a couple of poor joins that needed 
proper' filler (in this case Milliput) and these were 
along the underside of the wing and the starboard 
side of the fin. You will have to work carefully 
around the blister fairing for the rudder trim tab 
— if the join had been on the port side of the fin 
there'd have been no problem. While I was at it a 
touch of filler was applied to gaps around the base 
of the windscreen and the belly tank, though these 



are so slight they could have been dealt with by an 
application of typewriting correction fluid. After 
finishing the model I did catch one void I'd missed, 
at the base of the trailing-edge of the fin. 
Annoying, but that's the way it goes sometimes! 

1 have to say the cast resin cannon are not 
particularly great. They mismatch the wing profile 
in the worst possible way. being too shallow. If they 
were loo deep they could be sanded down flush in 
a couple of minutes, but being too shallow they 
have to be built up with filler which then has to be 
sanded down, and this can get a bit erratic around 



Supermarine Attacker 



Attacker F.I. 800 Sqn. HMS Ear* 






Attacker History 

■ n func i*M-t .1 team beaded by SopermariiM 
I chid deaigno foe Smith began worl on .1 jet 
I fightei liiciifl to nod Air Ministry 

Specific ll ion F. 10/44. Il was to be powered by the 
in -development Rolls-Royce RB40 engine, whose 
promised 4.000 pounds of thrust was tw ice that of 
then current jet engines. The new aircraft was 
based on the laminar flow wing of the piston- 
engined Spiteful, last — and lacklustre — hurrah 
of the Spitfire line mated to a new fuselage with 
pressurised cockpit, and a new tail untt. Four 20 
mm cannon would provide its armament. 

After submitting preliminary designs for what 
was to become the Super marine Type 392. in 
August 1944 the company received an order for 
three prototype "jet aircraft of the Spiteful type", 
powered by the R-R RB4I Nene turbojet. Two of 
the prototypes were lo be navalised tor possible 
carrier operation. 

The first Type 392 prototype. TS409. was built at 
Supermarine's High I'ost Luton in Hampshire, and 
transported by road to the Aircraft and Armament 
Experimental hstahlishment at Boscombe Down 
for flight testing. There it made its first flight in the 
hands of company Chief Test Pilot leffrey Quill on 
27 )uly 1946, subsequently making its public debut 
at that vear's Soviets ot British Aircraft Companies' 
show at Kadlett Aerodrome in the following 
September. 

I he second, semi nasalised, prototype. TS413, 
built to Specification I . 1/45 and featuring a 




Martin-Baker election seat, reduced fin area, larger 
tailplane. longer-stroke main undercarriage, 
balanced ailerons, modified flaps, additional fuel 
capacity and provisional tor catapult spools and 
rocket -assisted take-off gear (RATOG). first flew on 
17 lune 1947 in the hands of Mike Lithgow. 
Designated Supermarine Type 398. and soon 
named Attacker, it began a series of carrier deck 
trials aboard HMS Illustrious in October 1947, in 
the hands of I ithgow. Commander Fru Winkle' 




Brown, and Lieutenant S G Orr. 

I ithgow. flying the first prototype. TS409, set a 
new MM) km Closed -< ourse World Airspeed Record 
on 27 February 1948. averaging 364.882 mph osxr 
Chilbolton Airfield. Four months later TS4I3 
crashed fatally during handling trials, due to a 
suspected rudder hard over' in sideslipping tests. 
The first prototype was rapidly upgraded to Type 
398 standard while the third aircraft. TS4I6, was 
completed. 

At length, in September 1948. an order came for 
an initial production batch of 60 Attacker I Mk Is 
for the Fleet Air Arm, the first of which, WA469, 
made its maiden flight on t Mas 1^50 in the hands 
ot ! c-s i olcuihouu. Nineteen days later, while he 
was conducting tests n> assess high Mach number 
handling and airbrake effectiveness, Colquhoun 
had reached a speed of 430 knots when he 
deployed the airbrakes. The Attacker pitched 
rapidly up. then down, causing Colquhoun to bang 
his head on the canopy framing and the starboard 
folding wing panel to fold up to the vertical, 
stowed, position, linking the ailerons. Using rudder 
only Colquhoun flew a wide circuit and managed 
to land back at South Marston airfield, the only 
damage to the aircraft being a blown tyre due to 
heass braking — the Attacker stopped within the 
last 30 feet on runway! For his remarkable 
airmanship I es l olciuhoun was awarded the 
George Medal. 

The Attacker F. I entered service with 800 So,n at 
RNAS Ford. Sussex on 22 August 1951 as the Fleet 
Air Arms first operational carrier iet. and first went 
to sea aboard H.MS > in the following March. Nos 



803 Sqn and the short-lived 890 Sqn re-equipped 
with Attackers in November 1951 and April 1952 
respectively, each having eight aircraft on strength, 
pi un spares. 

Meanwhile, the first Attacker FB.l fighter- 
bomber. WA529, made its maiden flight on 7 
January 1952, and was followed by the developed 
FB.2. with uprated RR Nene 7/102 engine, metal- 
framed n>ckpit canopy, provision tor carriage of up 
to six rocket proicstilcs in two tiers under each 
wing, and other modifications. The first FB.2, 
YVKJI9, first flew on 25 April 1952; production ot 
this variant totalled 85. 

The Attacker's front line service was short-lived, 
ending with the disbandmcnt ot 809 Squadron in 
November 1955. but the aircraft served on with a 
number of second lino squadrons and Koval Navy 
Volunteer Reserve (RNVR) units, most being 
withdrawn and scrapped at RNAS Ahbotsinvh. 



Glasgow by mid - 1958. 

Only one other air arm operated Attackers. 
1-ollowing a sales tour of the Middle Fast in 1950 
the Royal Pakistan Air Force ordered 36 Attackers, 
bringing total prinluction of this pioneering iet to 
just 149 aircraft. 
Hj 

In detail 

The sole surviving Supermarine Attacker in the 
Meet Air Arm Museum at RNAS Yeovilton (Photos: 
Ciary Hatcher) 



the base of the cannon fairings. 

I did have several qualms about cutting open the 
canopy, not least because the part is unique (there's 
no spare) and the framing is so faint. However, 
once I had masked out the framing I took a deep 
breath and started off with a couple of passes with 
an Olfa P-Cutter and then finished the job with a 
fine razor saw. 

CA have provided the flaps as separate parts and 
I took the opportunity to model these as if for a 
take off — partially extended and drooped. 

The undercarriage parts were cut from the sprue, 
cleaned up and then glued back onto the sprue 
such that they could be sprayed en masse. Minor 
additions at this point were some brake hoses from 
thin wire and a few holes drilled through the 
torque links. Alclad II lacquer was used for the legs, 
wheels, retraction jacks and tailhook. which were 
finished in a natural aluminium shade according to 



Super marine Type 392 
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the instructions. I varied a bit from the instructions 
in finishing the wheel wells and door interiors in 
the underside Sky colour, for I was more 
comfortable with this appearance. I believe that the 
'bare metal* would have been cowed with clear 
grease so that any corrosion could be seen as soon 
as it started and promptly dealt with, but this could 
well be the modelling equivalent of vet another 
'urban legend'. 

Pitot heads are provided for both wingtips as 
etched metal items and look painfully delicate and 



obviously flat. I added just a single pitot (correct, 
according to my references) to the port wingtip 
from fine brass tubing with a fine wire tip. which 
looked better. Etched metal was also used for the 
fuel dump pipe on the aft port fuselage side, 
formed around a piece of fine rod to get an 
aerofoil section before gluing it in place, lust 
like the forward radio altimeter aerial 
this got knocked off several times 
during the later stages of 
construction. 



on \iy*i 1946 



Installing the undercarriage also caused a couple 
of problems as the holes in the bays just weren't 
large enough for the pins on the tops of the legs 
and some time had to be spent chiselling them 
open. The fact that the nose aerials had already 
been fitted by the time this was done (after final 
painting and decaling) made for a nerve-wracking 
job and with hindsight I wish I'd done a trial run 
before the wings were even assembled. Hindsight 
also corrected me on the flaps — I should have left 
them off until after the model was painted as they 
just got knocked off several times and, to add insult 
to injury, they suffered dreadfully from an 
overspray of Sky when the wing undersides were 
painted. 

While dealing with the tailhook I noticed that it 
had suffered from a 'short shot' and both the arms 
were incomplete. These were replaced with plastic 
rod after the hook had been glued into its recess. I 
elected to paint these with black-and-white bands, 
once again contradicting the kit instructions. 

After a preliminary coat of primer which showed 
up a couple of very minor join faults and just how 
good the engraved detail actually looked, the final 
details were added. These were the two intakes on 
the fuselage top and the multitude of etched metal 
aerials above and below the nose. 

A second coat of primer prepared the model for 
painting, which was done in reverse order to avoid 
touching those annoying little aerials. First off was 
the upper camouflage of Extra Dark Sea Grey, 
which had to be carefully masked off for the rather 
awkward demarcation line. It took a while to get 
the upwards curve in front of the windscreen 






Attacker: Another Take 



John Bisset builds CMR s 1/72 scale 
Attacker F. I/FB.2 



This is the first all- resin kit I've made, and it 
makes up into a fine little model. The resin 
is crisply moulded, with a fine, smooth, 
matt finish. It is easy to work, and less brittle th.in 
I'd expected. A six-piece ctn:kpn makes up a 
detailed interior, although the traditional early 
British military iet black on black' interior 
colouring makes it hard to see much once 
complete. I used very dark grey dry-brush 
highlighting to bring out some details. There is a 
particularly well-moulded Martin-Baker ejection 
seat, which I shall use as a guide when 
enhancing my earlier upgrade* of the 
old FROG/Novo Attacker. 

Cementing resin using 
cyanoacrylate glue 1 thought would 
cause problems. In fact, with care, all 
went well. For fine work 1 decanted a 
tiny spot of glue onto a scalpel blade 
tip. which avoided the Hood of excess 
which I'm otherwise apt to get with low 
viscosity CIA. The use of a light spray of 
water as a moderate accelerator — a trick 
suggested by an online friend — helped 

The level of fine surface detail achieved 
in this kit is excellent. I was — 
unnecessarily as it turned out — quite concerned 
that the fine detail parts would be too fragile to 
remove easily from the casting surrounds. The 
intake mouldings however were so delicate that 
they broke apart while 1 was gently sanding them 
flush. This was one area of the kit 1 did feel needed 
improvement. While the tailpipe is well detailed, 
even including a depiction of the engine rear face. 




the air intakes are blanked -off less than 
4 mm from the lips, and this is very visible. With 
care it's possible to drill and file out the intakes 
from the inside. A couple of side plates glued into 
the fuselage provide an approximation of intake 
ducts, which greatly improve the appearance of 
the model. 

1'wo vacform canopies .ire provided for early and 
late Attacker variants I chose the late version. 



which unusually has less Perspex than the early 
blown-style canopy. There must be a story behind 
this, presumably reflecting either design or 
manufacturing limitations. It s details like this that 
make modelling fun for me. throwing up odd 
questions about engineering choices that I'd never 
notice otherwise. I'm not an expert on vacform 
canopies, though this one went reasonably well. 
The presence of a spare helped my confidence 
greatly when cutting. 

An excellent decal sheet is provided, with sharply 
done stencils included, and markings for three 
Royal Navy machines plus one Pakistan Air Force 
example. Since I'd made a PAT version previously 
from the old FROG/Now kit. the RNVR scheme 
appealed. I didn't add the finely detailed rockets 
and bombs, or the astonishingly bulbous belly 
tank, preferring a clean look. Fully laden. I suspect 
that the Attacker was not a sparkling performer. 

Overall, a build that I enioyed Quite a lot of 
work from what had seemed a simple kit, but well 
worthwhile in the end. 
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symmetrical, using Tamiya masking tape that had 
been trimmed to 2 mm width tor increased 
flexibility. However, once the outline masking had 
been done the upper surfaces of the wings, tail and 
fuselage spine were masked off with low-tack 
masking tape. 

A couple of coats of Sky were needed to get a 
solid finish over the KDSG hut this extra time was 
rewarded by an impressive effect once all tin- 
masking was removed. A few minutes were spent 
touching up a bit of ovcrspray. particularly around 
the cannon fairings and (laps, and then a coat of 
gloss varnish prepared the model for the dccals. 

These were fantastic. 1 don't know who produces 
them for CA but they arc extremely flexible, 
although thev baulked at the substantial cannon 
blisters on the underside of the wing even with my 
strongest decal softeners. With hindsight I'd 
recommend cutting away oval shapes to clear the 
blisters and then painting the blisters with gloss 
black to complete the codes. Nevertheless they 
have extremely 'solid' colours and vers 
good register. As an extra point, the 
gold in 1831 Sqn's 'winged 
greyhound' marking is a proper 



gold, not yellow as might be anticipated. A couple 
of evenings work with no problems at all saw the 
model properly decorated. 

A final coal of gloss varnish (Poly Scale acrylics 
were used throughout) had the model ready for 
final assembly, which consisted of the 
undercarriage, bang seat and sliding canopy 
section, and 1 was completely chuffed with the 
result. 

Summing Up 

Masterful. If I have any regular readers out there 
they will know I've never been an apologist for 
Classic Airframes' kits, so when I say the 
Supermarine Attacker is in all respects an excellent 
kit please take it for real. Maybe not for those 
modellers who feel uncomfortable stepping outside 
the range of kits produced by Tamiya and the like, 
but all others can approach this kit with 
confidence. Terrific stuff. Now 1 iusi can't wait for 
the Anson and Canberra! 

Pal/A/ 'Zatl 
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Junkers D.1 



Aspects of a Remarkable Aeroplane 




By Harry Woodman 



Following the end of WW I many 
representatives of the victorious powers 
visited Germany to gain first-hand 
knowledge of the latest developments in the 
German aviation industry. What they found was 
often surprising and certainly educational. 
Detailed reports were written in aviation and 
engineering journals. Unfortunately, that 
opinionated old windbag C G Grey, Editor of The 
Aeroplane, could not resist making one of his 
characteristic stupid remarks. Commenting on a 
photograph of a Junkers D.I found abandoned at 
Evere, near Brussels in November 1918, he noted 
that the machine had the designation 'Junk. IX 1 * 
on its fuselage side. Grey opined that the machine 
was just that, 'junk*. 

More receptive and intelligent observers were 
quick to appreciate the advanced construction of 
this aeroplane, which had arrived just too late to 
see operational service on the Western Front. What 
the investigators found was the end product of a 
long process of development by brilliant German 
scientist and engineer Professor Hugo lunkers and 
his talented team at Dessau. 

The various Junkers aircraft which appeared late 
in the war were not the only truly advanced 
achievements in aviation design and technology 
which took place in Germany at that time. Another 
genius, Dr Claude Dornier. and his team, did work 
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on flying boats and smaller aircraft such as the 
superb Dornier D.I which contributed enormously 
to the development of all-metal aircraft. The final 
'giant* from the Zeppelin-Staaken works — the 
E.4/20 all-metal, four-engined. cantilever 
monoplane passenger aircraft — was a decade- 
and-a-half before its time. Designed by Dr Adolf 
Rohrbach. it was cynically scrapped on the orders 
of the Allied Control Commission because it was 
considered to be a potential bomber. It seems more 
likely that the existence of such an advanced 
machine compared with the wooden, wire-braced 



and fabric -covered contraptions flown elsewhere 
might have been an unwanted competitor in the 
hoped-for future civil air transport market. 

There had been previous examples of German 
technical and design superiority, of course. In early 
1916 British crews in!9I4-designed B.E.2cs must 
have been surprised by the ultra -streamlined LFG 
Roland C.2. the first of a series of well-designed 
and armed two-seaters such as the later Albatros, 
Halberstadt and Hannover products which 
appeared in 1917 when British crews were still 
flying the B.E.2c and derivatives, and French 
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One of the J 2s (E 252/16) photographed at MenW m September 1916 Junkers" coMeague Or Ing Hans SteudeJ a « the cockpit. The J 2s. despite the*- revolutionary design were too heavy, when 
affected their performance However Idffceg was interested enough to support Junkers m his betef m the future of a*-metal aircraft 



pusher* were still to he seen over the Fronts. 

There is always a degree of reactionary thought 
in all military organisations, and during WW I this 
was made painfully apparent. The German army, 
tor all its organisation and efficiency, was not 
immune from this failing, but fortunately there 
were some elements such as those in the office of 
the Inspector-General of the Air Force tlnsptcteur 
dcr Flieger or Idflieg). 

By 1914, Hugo Junkers had advanced to the 
Mage where an all-metal aeroplane was a viable 
proposition, but at that time there was little 
enthusiasm from the War Ministry, who were still 
anticipating an early end to the conflict. However, 
by July 1915 many things and opinions had 
changed and novel ideas were given more 
sympathetic hearings. In this atmosphere the War 
Ministry decided to provide funds to cover the 
building of Junkers' first flying prototype, an all- 
metal monoplane which became the J.1. 

One has only to look at photographs of this 
revolutionary machine to realise what a giant step 
it was. It completed its first proper test flight on 18 
January 1916. and realising the potential of an all- 
metal aeroplane, Ulflic£ decided to support further 
work and provided finance for the building of six 
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all-metal prototypes of what would become the 
Junkers J.2. But despite a good turn of speed the 
1.2 was basically too heavy, for these early 
monoplanes were made from ferro- magnetic steel 
some 0.1 to 0.2 mm thick, so Junkers turned to 
another material. Ihiralumin. which required a 
great deal of research before it could be used in 
airframe construction. For example, it could not 
be welded, so that a system of riveting had to be 
developed. Most famously the material was pressed 
into corrugated form, a feature of construction 
which would characterise Junkers aircraft for the 
next 20 years. Examples are still flying today in the 
form of the immortal In 5273m, better known as 
Tantt It* to thousands of German troops during 
WWII. 

Junkers wanted to build monoplanes despite the 
then current popularity of biplanes, and briefly 
thplanes, all of which he considered to be 
outdated, but ldflit$ had other concerns. At that 
stage in the conflict trench warfare and ways of 
breaking the ghastly deadlock were being 



considered. What the German army wanted was 
tome form of aeroplane that could assist the men 
in the trenches and damage the enemy. Despite his 
reservations Junkers produced the 1.1 (military 
designation), a massive, partially armour-plated 
cantilever biplane capable of taking a great deal of 
punishment from ground or air. The Allies had 
nothing like it; as late as 1918 British pilots were 
expected to attack German ground formations in 
unarmoured Sopwith Camels. 

In December 1916 Idflicg placed an order for 
three prototype monoplanes. Junkers' response 
was a single-seat fighter and a larger two-seater. 
The prototype fighter was designated 1.7 and was a 
low-wing design with its thick wing situated below 
the centre of gravity. This caused some concern 
among the traditionally minded, many of whom 
thought that the machine would tip over, but 
wind-tunnel tests had shown that this wing 
position actually increased lift. The extremely 
clean-looking first version of the 1.7 was 
constructed completely of Duralumin and featured 
revolutionary rotating ailerons which would prove 
not to be successful. The first tests were carried out 
by Feldwebel Arved Schmidt, who performed some 
high-speed ground runs that revealed a degree of 
tail-heaviness. On the following day some short 
hops and flat turns were accomplished, but the 
rotating ailerons were problematic. 

Despite a radiator provisionally mounted above 
the engine a good speed of 124 kph was recorded, 
and the J.7 showed great promise once new wings 
with conventional ailerons had replaced the 
originals. On 22 October 1917 naval pilots 
Leutnants Gotthard Sachesenburg and Theo 
Ostcrkamp flew the 1.7 and were able to 
outclimh an Albatros D.III and outpace it in 
level flight. After further improvements Itiftieg 
decided to enter the 1.7 in the First Fighter 
Competition held between 2 January and 12 
February 1918. Various experienced pilots 
tested the 1.7 with generally quite favourable 
results, and it was formally accepted by the 
Flicgrrtruppe in March 1918 and used as a 
demonstration and training machine. 

The lunkcrs company designation 1.8 was 
allocated to a two- seat project which was virtually 
an enlarged version of the 1.9 (the subsequent final 
development of the 1.7). The improved version of 
the 1.8 became the 1.10. of which a small number 
were completed before the end of the war in the 
West under the military designation Junkers CU. 
Junkers steadily improved the D.7 and the revised 
models were designated 1.9. 

The eventual D.I production prototype and two 
models were ready for testing in April 1918. 
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Junkers had concentrated on perfecting the 
airframe for mass -product ion, for there were many 
problems with placing an advanced all-metal 
aircraft on a production line. New tools and 
facilities had to be supplied and a workforce used 
to wooden airframes had to be trained, but despite 
this lunkcrs received an open contract for 100 all- 
metal aircraft, of which the first 20 were to be 
single- seat D.ls 

lunkcrs was not afraid ol competition such as 
the l okker D.VTII and the Siemens Schuckert D.IV. 
He considered that all-metal aircraft were the 
aircraft of the future. In the second Fighter 
Competition held in May 1918 the J.9 surpassed all 
the other Mercedes- powered aircraft except for the 
Rumpler D.I. The other J.9 present at the event, 
fitted with the new 195 hp Ben/ B/.IIIbo V-8. was 
prevented from showing its paces because of 
problems with the engine. In the final days of the 
competition various pilots were invited to test the 




From the top: The Junkers J. 7 as it appeared just before its maiden flight in September 1917; J.7 (3rd version) with 
balanced ailerons — the final version had unbalanced ailerons; The D. I production version with long fuselage 




A study of a long fuselage D I revtuh corotrucuon detaei Thn n the model fitted with a new Bern Bi lllbo V 8 engine which proved to be problematic at the Second Fighter Competition. presenting 
the D I from taking part 




From the top: The Junker* J 7 as it appeared iust before its maiden ffcght « September 1917. J 7 (3rd version) with Sole surviving junken D I . preserved *i the Musee de TAir et de rtspace at 
balanced arferoni — the final version had unbalanced ailerons; The D I production version with long fuselage Pans Le Bourget (MAe Jerram) 





A D. I production prototype photoeriphed at Aolerihof during the Second Fighter Competition m June 1918 The inverted "V strut between , 



fighters, and their opinions were respected even 
though their views were frequently conservative. 

Obtrlcutnanis Gocring and Loerzer supported 
the development of the junkers D.I but suggested 
that it was only suitable for attacking balloons. 
They also considered that the D.I was "a total 
failure" — so much for prescience! In fact, the only 
major drawback so far as many pilots were 
concerned was the poor downward view due to the 
thick low wing. Nonetheless. Idflieg placed another 
order for 100 metal aircraft of which 10 were to be 
D.lti but time was running out. In the third and 
final Fighter Competition held in October 1918 
Junkers entered a D. 1 with a longer fuselage and 
powered by the BMW. 1 1 la engine. It seems that its 
performance was disappointing and some D.ls 
were rebuilt with the shorter fuselage and shorter 
wingspan. A few D.ls were ready for despatch to 
the Western Front and were loaded on flat cars to 
be discovered by the Allies in a railway siding at 
Hombcck in Belgium in January 1919. 

During WWI a total of 40 Junkers D.ls had 
been ordered, of which 27 had been completed up 
to February 1919 when production was stopped. 
The first D.I was delivered in June 1918 — too late 
for the main conflict. However, the D.l did see 
operational service in the Fast where a confused 
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political and military situation saw a German 
hmkorps army confronting the Bolsheviks in the 
Baltic States. The D.l and its larger two-seat sister 
the MO (military CI. I) flew many support 
missions, the unit becoming known as the 
Kumpfgeschwatler Sachscnburg. 

Host -war developments within Junkers led to a 
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period in Soviet Russia where the qualities of the 
corrugated metal construction were greatly 
appreciated and indeed adopted by Soviet 
designers, lunkers became a byword for ruggedness 
and reliability in many parts of the world during 
the 1920s and early *30s, and Junkers aircraft 
participated in several wars in South America and 
Spain, and into WWII. 

Today a solitary refurbished D. I can be seen in 
the Musec de I'Air et de I'Espace at Paris- Le 
Bourget Airport, along with another Junkers 
immortal, the classic F.I 3. which was the world's 
first multi-seat all-metal transport aircraft, created 
by Hugo junkers' long-term colleague Otto Reuter. 

To be convinced of the genius of Junkers and his 
team one only has to compare the revolutionary 
monoplanes built at Dessau between 1915 and 
1919 with contemporary designs elsewhere. There 
is no contest. 



Acknowledgements and Further Roadin 



• The most rexentfy pubtshed work on tha arcraft a the 
exceSent VVVxJsock Datafte No 33 by fcter M Grow, 
pubfcshed*) 1 992 but ur^ortxvatefy now out of pnr* and 
unfckeh/ to be repubfcshed 

• Another «ne source « the feature The Wry to the World" i Frvt 
at-Metal renter, by Peter M Grow and G "ferry whxh 
appeared n Ar Enthusiast No 25 n August 1984 

• A fne study w#i cedent **tr*om cover** the Me of Hugo 



Friday the 1 3th 

Unlucky for some, but not Jacques Niot. who builds Fondene Miniature s 1/48 scale Handley 
Page Halifax B ill. And who better? He made the patterns for it! 





hen rumour* Marled to circulate at the 
end «>t 2003 that a new kit of a tour 
engincd British bomber was to be 
released in quarter- inch scale, it generated enormous 
excitement among the modelling fraternity. As the 
rumour became more and more insistent, bits ot 
information began to creep out: it was to be a 
Halifax, and more unexpectedly, from a relatively 
small manufacturer, the Trench company Fonder w 
Miniature. Fxcitement peaked when a completed 
model appeared, resplendent in all its glory in Free 
French markings, on I Ms stand at the 2005 I'aris 
Model Show. 

Having been lucky enough to Ik involved in the 
project, I thought it would be a good idea to give 
SAMJ readers a tew hints on the trtcky build 
sequence* often experienced with limited 
production/short -run kits, so I decided to build a 
second model. This tunc I would use production 



parts — those you will find in your kit — as the 
model I built for exhibition in Paris had been 
assembled from test part* and in a hurry due to the 
approaching show deadline. I his one would sport 
one of the two RAF markings option* supplied in 
the kit, that of the famous LV907 Fritlay the Itoh 
which completed I2H operations with 15K Sqn and is 
commemorated by the superb hybrid 
Halifax/Hastings reconstruct ion which is exhibited 
at the Yorkshire Air Museum at Flvington. 

In the kit's huge box you will find 145 white 
plastu parts on II sprues; 10 vacform clear, all 
duplicated; two bags containing 2 1 resin 
components; one comprising 35 white metal parts; a 
small photoctched fret, and a large decal sheet with 
three smaller correction sheets. These provide 
markings tor the two aircratt mentioned above and a 
third. NZ426/EY-G Mun$a /i»rrx» of 78 Sqn. 

The overall quality of the moulding is quite good. 





Handley Page Halifax Mk III 



sea* \m 

KfcNttC042 

PHc*£6S 

Panel Lines Recessed 

Sutui New Tb o>ng 

TfP*. Infrcflon Moulded Plast* 
Pmxs: PtesOc MS Reform Oi» 10. 
DecaJ Option* 3 



21 



3S 



Compronemrve tut parts mcludt miction moulded rmm. whtc« meuJ and vacform components 



Manufacturer FM 
UK Importer 



with engraved panel lines combined with some- 
raised detail, particularly on the wings. Surface of 
the white plastu is smooth, no longer graim as n 
still was until recently, and the re*m parts are devoid 
of air bubbles or pinholes. Very well cast also are the 
metal parts, with nisi a tad of Hash here and there. 
I our double-sided bilingual Al instruction page* 
include profiles for decal placement. 

Fuselage 

All limited production models have in common the 
need to prepare parts before avsemhly. mainly by 
sanding Hat all edges and removing flash, and this 
kit is no exception In addition, tot fitting «>» part-, is 
a good idea prior to cementing them permanently. 
Once this had been done on the fuselage halves, all 
portholes and side windows ssere cemented in place 
from the inside. I'nlike the main transparencies, 
these are of injected plastic and will benefit from 
some polishing or application of Johnson's Klear or 
both. 

In order to make sure that the fuselage halves 
would ioin accurately. I temporarily fixed in place 
the c»>ckpit floors and bulkhead and trimmed to fit 
where necessarv. Once satisfied with the fit bv 
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Wmg halves pmed ready to receive the handed flap shroud gutters' 




Arrows indicate where Mar was needed around the engine naceies and a chordwtse spacer was 
added to the port wtngroot 




Bomb bay assembled and mitaeed 




Engine nacefte Irataftaoon hi progress Jacques had to tnm the wafts of the mner nacefte cutouts for 
best fit — note hatched area marked out on port wing panel at upper left 




Forward wing soar was too long and n eeded 2 cm to be removed from each side 



offering up the second half. 1 removed ihi% assembly 
and put it aside while preparing and painting the 
cockpit components. Parts 14 and 16 (the front 
fuselage linings) needed sanding H thin as possible 
so as to conform to the fuselage curvature. I also 
found that the instrument panel needed to be 
pushed forward by about 1.5mm so as to coincide 
with the slot in the port sidewall. After painting the 
panel satin black with all recesses receiving small 
drops of white, instrument dials individually cut 
from a ReHeat decal sheet kindly supplied by 
Aeroclub were glued in place. Hhoto etched throttle 
and propeller pitch controls, compass bracket, pilot's 
seat harness, rudder bar and control column brake 
grip were painted and progressively attached to the 
main parts of the flight deck. Once everything 
looked good, the assembly was cemented 
permanently into one fuselage half, along with the 
resin tailwheel bay. 

Now both fuselage halves were glued together. 
The joint was generally g»M>d. but on some of the 
accompanying photos you may notice a grey area on 
the front underside of the fuselage ahead of the 
bomb bay where filler was needed because of slight 
warping ot the right Iront halt on my sample. With 
more care this probably could have been avoided 
simply by straightening up the area with my thumbs. 

It was now possible to attach the three remaining 
square windows from the inside i the two larger tines 
for the fuselage top being cemented via the bomb 
bay opening, the smaller under the nose). The bomb 
bay roof with its three bulkheads was now cemented 
into place. Note that it is slightly angled in its rear 
part to follow the fuselage cutout. Do not cement 
the bomb bay din»rs at this stage because they will 
cause problems when sanding the fuselage/wing 
join. Bulkhead 44 should be carefully cemented to 
the fuselage bottom so that the bay roof clears the 
spars holes in the wing fillet 

Undercarriage and wings 

All components ol the undercarriage bay were 
progressively assembled: first the four sides onto the 
bay roof, then the 'chair', part 37. which plays no real 
function in the overall sturdiness of the assembly, it 
just duplicates the real thing. On the front side of 
the bay (part 33a) the two U-shaped parts 33b were 
firmly glued as they would receive the transverse 
axle of the metal yoke once it has been fitted with Us 




plastic backing. Finally, the retraction arm linking 
the legs to the bay sidewalls spigots was added. The 
softness of the white metal parts enables you to 
slightly spread the undercarriage legs apart so that 
you can easily put the wheels in place without 
spoiling the paint job; they can be pressed bac k 
straight at a later stage. 

After preparing the wing upper and lower surfaces 
by removing all flash, sanding rough spots, 
particularly along the leading-edges, and thinning 
down the trailing edges from the inside, they were 
glued together. 1 lined up both trailing edges and 
applied small amounts of cyano. thus preventing any 
risk ot subsequent distortion. Next 1 cemented the 
leading-edges and flap housing "gutters'. 

Attention now turned to the engine nacelles. I 
cemented together the outer engine nacelles halves 
( note that due to the wing's leading-edge taper, these 
parts are handed) and mounted these assemblies to 
the wing undersurface. then joined the inner nacelles 
halve* and inserted the undercarriage bays, pushing 
them down as far as the*' would go so that their 




edges were level with the nacelle cutouts. To achieve 
this I found it was necessary to slightly trim the bay 
front and rear walls. On offering up the nacelles to 
wing I immediately noticed that the opening was too 
small and had to be enlarged. A very small amount 
of filler was called for around each unit. 

Now I was reaching a decisive step. The complete 
fuselage was waiting for me somewhere on my 
workbench. I grabbed it again and slid the two wing 
spars into their respective holes in the r»M»t fillet, 
making sure that they were perfectly square with the 
fuselage. When the cement had set I offered up the 
wings to the fuselage. At that moment two 
anomalies appeared. The front spar was obviously 
too long and butted against the undercarriage bays, 
so I had to remove 2 cm from each side. I here was 
also a fairly wide gap along the left underside joint 
whereas it was near perfect elsewhere. This could be 
fixed either with putty or better still with a double- 
tapered plasticard shim starting and ending at nearly 
nothing to reach 2 mm wide in the middle, which 
was cemented in place chordwise. Apologies from 
the pattern maker tor these two anomalies. 

Once satisfied with the fit. the whole assembly was 
placed on a perfectly flat surface and balsa blinks slid 
under each wingtip so that the correct dihedral was 
obtained. Cyano was lavishly poured along the join 
and the model left for at least 24 hours. 

Tail unit and bomb bay 

1 prepared the various components for the tail unit 
by sanding all trailing-cdgc* before cementing the 
parts together. Attaching the completed assembly to 
the fuselage was straighttorward and required just a 
bit of filler in a few places. 

The flap halves also needed thinning down at 
their trailing-edges before cementing together, lb 
the inner flaps were added those parts of the engine 
nacelles that moved with them when the flaps were 
lowered; it was important to do that now because it 
wouldn't be possible with the flaps in place. I then 
mounted the flaps in their respective gutters at the 
desired attitude. 

1 cemented the various parts of the bomb bay 
doors with the narrower elements overlapping the 
wider and attached them to the fuselage in the open 
position. It could be possible to glue them closed, 
but in addition to probable fit problems it would be 
a shame to hide forever that nice interior detail' I he 
photoctched bomb dm»r hinges were also installed 







now as per the instruction drawing, along with the 
Manner fairing. For a better fit. its edges benefited 
from slight trimming to follow tin- tutelage 
contours. 

Engines and cowlings 

I undent- Miniature supply the Halifax's Bristol 
Hercules radial engines with separate cylinders and 
crankcascs. and so you arc left with the task of 
gluing those f>6 tiny parts together. The job is 
complicated In the tact that the crankcasc holes arc 
not large enough and must be re -bo red with a 2. 5 
mm drill bit to accept the pegs on the cylinders. 
After cementing together the cowling halves it 
appeared that the diameter of the front openings 
was not large enough — 19 mm instead of 2().l> mm. 
A piece of coarse sandpaper wrapped round a tool 
handle did the trick. The cowl (laps are supplied as 
separate open rings which need vigorous sanding of 
their insidcs especially on the rearmost edges. When 
fitting them on to the cowlings I needed to take into 
account the position of the upper airscoop gap and 
the locating holes for the flame dampers. Note that 
the position of these porcupine* or 'saxophone' 
dampers could differ according to engine variant. 

Attaching the engine/cowling assemblies to 
nacelles required <> mm thick spacers not supplied) 
to he glued on the backs of the engines, taking can- 
that the engines were perfectly centred when 
cemented to the nacelles. The cowlings with their 
various airscoops were added. 

Transparencies 

\s previoush noted, all tlu- mam transparencies arc 
supplied as vacform parts, with spares. The pilot's 
canopv was installed first after fixing a thin plastic 
strip along its rearmost edge to support the adiacent 
flight engineer's transparency panel, with astrodome. 
Note that the astrodome recess in the panel should 
not be cut out — just cement the 'dome into the 
depression with PVA glue or Knstal Klear. I 
cemented thin stvrene strips into the fuselage- 
openings to provide a slight recess onto which to fix 
the transparent parts. Very small amounts of cyano 
were then applied and allowed to flow along the 
joints via capillary action, avoiding any risk of 
fogging. These parts were then protected with thin 
strips of masking tape and Mumbrol Maskol More 
filler was applied sparingly to the joints. When dry. 
careful sanding resulted in near invisible joints. 



Surprisingly, masking tape survives the erosion of 
sanding fairly well as long as the paper is used drv 

Dorsal and rear turrets were fitted with their 
respective gun mountings. The gun barrels are 
supplied as separate parts so as to make fitting easier 
if the turrets arc installed before painting. For ease 
of placement it may be useful to slightly deepen the 
holes into which they fit. but there is no reason why 
the turrets can't Ik installed after painting has been 
completed. 

Final details 

I he wheels were painted as follows: four 1 3 mm 
diameter discs were cut in Tamiya masking tape with 
an Olfa cutting compass, their centres hollowed out 
so as to obtain rings which were firmly applied to 
the hubs which had been pre- painted in Alclad 
aluminium. Once the masking ring was in place and 
the centres filled with Maskol the tyres were 
airb rushed. 

The IVF loop fairing is supplied in two halves, one 
of which needed some restorative work on my 
sample. I sandwiched a length of wire between them 
to act as both a locating peg and a tiny antenna mast 



I or the landing lights 1 cut out two discs from 
adhesive chrome tape and stuck them in the 
undcrsurface recess of the port wing before 
installing the supplied clear cover and masking it off. 

The propellers are nicely done but many blades 
showed a few sink marks, fortunately mostly on 
their back faces, lust one was very visible and needed 
to be filled in and sanded. 

If like me you wish to pose the crew access door 
open, remember, it opens upwards and inwards — 
and Ik- prepared to make cuts in the fuselage 
roundel decal which in all cases overlaps it. 

Painting 

After masking all transparencies and the already 
completed areas such as the bomb and tailwhccl 
bays and engine cowling openings, the entire model 
was sprayed with grey Tamiya surface primer. I do 
like this product, which I consider mandatory for a 
gotni paint job. When dry — iust a matter of a few- 
hours — the entire surface was slightly buffed with a 
Micromcsh 3200 polishing pad, another wonderful 
brand 1 recently discovered and which instantly 
makes every grainy paint surface smooth. 

And then, out svith the airbrush! As 1 didn't want 
to use the yellow fin stripe decals (even though they 
are perfectly usable) I first airbrushed this colour on 
the fin outer surfaces and when dry masked them 
off. Same for the front cowling collector rings, these 
airbrushed with a mix of gold, red and black in a 
more or less successful attempt to duplicate that 
elusive stained bronze colour of the real thing. 
Period photos show that the engines' cowl flaps on 
many Malitaxcs, and on this particular aircraft, were 
left unpainted in natural metal ( maybe replacement 
parts ?). so here I airbrushed Alclad aluminium. 

That done, the big paint job could start. I 
prepared a huge a mount of vitm coal black 
Humbrol 85 mixed with some matt white and 
suitably diluted — actually enough to paint a full- 
scale aircraft, I think!). When dry. the two upper 
colours were applied using Tamiya flat earth XF52 
and dark green XFM. Masking patterns cut from car 
repair tape were used throughout, the green 
portions being subsequently touched up on their 
edges using the airbrush's ().2mm nozzle so as to 
obtain slightly soft demarcation lines. 

Next day, all the masking was removed and gosh! 
You get a big shock, something like the day you 
undressed your first girlfriend... (Steady on. laeifues! 
Ed.) 
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Dccalling 

One preliminary word about the decals. It may 
appear that some misunderstanding arose between 
manufacturer and printer as the kit contains tour 
decals sheets with some imago duplicated. In fact, 
l ondcrie Miniature was not happy with some of the 
colours on the main sheet, particularly the French 
blue and the British red. and asked for correction. 
Some service stencilling also is ovcrsi/e. but be 
assured that everything is there correctly printed 
once you have picked up the right image from the 
right sheet! 

That said, all images are very well printed with 
perfect register. They have good colour opacity, in 
particular the white of the national insignia doesn't 
turn grcv on the black undersides, and there was no 
silvering even on semi- matt surfaces. 

After airbrushing two thin layers of a mix of 
Testor's dull and gloss cotes ( in proportion of about 
70:30 respectively) to obtain a satin finish, all 
remaining masking was removed and the framing on 
all clear parts hand painted. 

Now was time to sit back and treat myself to a 
large portion of that Scottish beverage and admire 
the result! 



Conclusion 

I'd like to answer the question you're probably asking 
yourself. Is this model difficult to build ? To be honest 
I don't think that strict beginners would obtain a 
perfect result, but this kind of product is not aimed at 
them. We all know that short run* manufacturers 
don't have the technical means to compete with the 
mainstream industry, hence the absence of locating 
pins, the presence of some flash here and there, some 
fit problems, some parts needing to l>e scratchbuilt... 

Hut lor sure this model is within the capabilities 
of a modeller with a modicum of experience. It has 
no hidden vices and I hope this article will help the 
reader to overcome the few difficult points there are. 

Is the model worth buying ? I rie answer is 
definitively yes! And at a bargain retail price well 
under £70. provided you have enough room left on 
your shelves, don't hesitate — give that Tamiya 
I jneaster a brother! 

And now how about a Short Stirling? 

Many thanks to FM for their wonderful model, 
and to S.Wil for giving me the opportunity to 
express m\ opinion of it 

7#qnc< Xitrt 
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New Lamps for Old 

Tom Hall polishes up Revell's elderly 1/32 F4U Corsair 



I first built Resells 1/ <2 scale ( orsair about 20 
I vcars ago, pottibt) earlier, since the clock ticks 
I faster as you grow older. At the time resin 
accessories were virtually unheard of and the range 
ol tools I possessed strict!) limited, hut I \s.i^ 
quite pleased with the result and that particular 
mode! still resides within the house, whereas many 
other later and more sophisticated creations have 
been stored in loft or garage. For the historians 
among you. Photo I shows the old original. 

I have always had a preference for 1/32 scale (all 
right, storage is a problem, hence the use of loft 
and garage i as its otters more detailing possibilities 
for my unskilled hands. Consequently, over the 
years I have built up a collection of the Revcll 1/32 
range to add to the loft insulation, and this 
included a second Corsair kit which has been 
helping to keep the house warm for a couple of 
decades. Now. the F4U Corsair is one of those 
aircraft that looks good from any angle and it is 
always a popular subject with modellers so recently 
I decided to dig out the old warbird and see what I 
could to with it two decades down the line. 

The only additional accessories which I used all 
those years ago were Waldron cockpit placard and 
instrument sets. I fust came across the Waldron 
sets in Verlinden* publication On Plastic Wings, but 
at that time there were no t'K suppliers and I had 
to purchase the set by mail order from the I SA — 
very adventurous back then! I have liked the 
natural metal finish and detail which they provide 



ever since, particularly in 1/32 scale — it's those 
unskilled fingers again! The metal foil which 
Waldron use is. to me, friendlier than most other 
metal accessories. It cuts nicely with my wife's nail 
scissors and seems to bend more easily into shape. 
The sharply printed finish on the placards is 
certainly a better and more realistic effect than I 



can achieve by painting. The bottom line is that I 
decided to utilise the Waldron sets again in my 
'retro build*. 

Now. 20 years on. 1 should be more proficient 
than I was all those years ago. and the current 
fashion in modelling seems to dictate that a bit 
more detail be included in J finished model. Also, as 





1 am running out of storage space. I usually try to 
add extra details to my models to extend the 
building time. 1 had previously built the Tjmiya 
1/48 Corsair u\ing the complete Aires detailing set 
(a lovely accevsory tor watch repairers and 
neurosurgeons! and on the strength nl this I 
decided here to partially open up one of the wing 
gun haw and detail this using the Aires 1/32 wing 
machine gun set. The Squadron Signal replacement 
canopy was the other accessory 1 decided to include. 

The Kit 

Now let's be fair, these kits show their age when 
compared with modern production runs. Photo 2 
shows my old kit. but 1 believe Resell now produce 
it in their familiar blue, end-opening box. When 
you open it up you are struck by the relatively few 



pieces there are compared to today's offerings and 
the large si/e of the mouldings. In total there are 61 
grey plastic parts and four clear plastic pieces. 10 of 
the components being used to allow the wings to 
fold — another sign of the kit's age. Panel lines are 
raised and there is the odd bit of shrinkage, notably 
on the propeller blades and wings. Eight parts go to 
make up the engine — which with a bit of effort 
could be nude into something special — and the 
two-piece pilot is the usual hands-on -knees 
dummy. Rivet detail (love it or hate it) doesn't look 
too bad on this particular aircraft but the fabric- 
covered sections of the wings could be slightly 
over emphasised. The plastic is user-friendly and 
quite thick, in fact the trailing -edges of the wings 
would pass for leading-edges on some other 
aircraft! Building instructions are in the usual 



Resell exploded -drawing format. Decals are 
included for two aircraft, one US Navy and one 
Fleet Air Arm. 

Construction 

Raised panel lines or recessed? You pay your 
money and you take your choice. My own 
preference is for recessed, but sanding the whole 
aircraft down would have removed a lot of the 
surface detail that 1 wanted to keep. Compromise. 1 
sanded away the raised panels on most of the 
fuselage and from the outer wing panels and 
resenbed them using Dymo tape as a guide. I hate 
scribing panel lines i| alwavs shpi but using Ihino 
tape — a tip that I picked up from an article in this 
magazine — does seem to help. The large size of 
the parts in this scale also allows you to get a good 







grip and the operation is not as fiddly as in smaller 
scale models Photos 3.4 and S show tins process 
(the fuvelage lines have been picked out in hl.uk 
ink to emphasise). While the fuselage halves were to 
hand I also added some basic internal detail using 
strip ind Microweld I Photo 6). 

With this stage out of the way 1 turned to the 
interior. I he kit s cockpit is awful. I he seat looks 
like it came from the execution room on Alcatra/ 
and the rudder pedals could he used for 
snowboard ing (Photo 7). Surgery was clearb 
necessary. I used the kit parts as templates to cut 
out replacement instrument panels and seatback 
bulkhead from plastuard. cut away most ot the 
cockpit floor to remove those terrible rudder pedals 
Hid ICratchbuill a new seat. Photos 0 and 9 show 
these stages ot building and the addition ot new 
rudder pedals and seat framework. The detail on 
the cockpit side panels has also been sanded away. 

Once the new cockpit components had been put 
together (minus the instrument panel) they were 
primed with good old Halfords grey and painted 
Interior (Ireen ready for the addition of the 
Waldron placards. 

Photos 10 and I I show the Waldron sets .is 
supplied, and give some idea of the sharpness of 
the printed images. It was then a matter of building 
up the individual Waldron parts (for which 
detailed instructions are included) and adding 
these to the airframe/cockpil. Photo 12 shows the 
poll Milewall and Photos I 3 and 14 a close up ot 
the cockpit side panels. The numerous switches on 
the Corsair would be apparent in this scale so I 
drilled through the appropriate points and inserted 




fuse wire from underneath to replicate these. 

The instrument panel is made up ot a sandwich 
and Photo IS shows the basu component! fol the 
initial construction; the individual instruments 
were then punched out and inserted into the 
appropriate holes in the panel. Waldron sensibly 
advise putting a pinhole at the back of the panel 
for each instrument to allow excess glue to escape. 
You can then detail the cockpit as much as you like 
oi are able. Photos 16. 17. 1 8 and 19 show nvv 



attempts at the initial build up. I he headrest was 
made from a small 'cake' of Milliput and cut out 
with a tube of the appropriate diameter. 

The completed cockpit assembly was then 
sandwiched between the fuselage halves in the 
usual way. and as I had retained most of the 
original cockpit flooring provided in the kit there 
were no problems w ith tit I Resin cockpits, which 
you have beautifully constructed and painted, 
invariably seem to get damaged when you try to 
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squeeze them into kit fuselages! > The t Jilwhccl 
assembly had to Ik fitted at this Mage, and again 
the support struts are moulded on the heavy side. I 
replaced one of these with punched card and added 
I little more detail as pa reference*. To show the 
rudder slightly offset I cut this away In-fore loimng 
the fuselage halves together and also cut away the 
exhaust stacks moulded underneath the fuselage to 
allow these to be replaced with more realistic 
tubing at a later stage. 

The wings tome in seven components, the inner 
and outer panels of that distinctive gull-wing each 
divided into the usual upper and lower sections. 
I he lower inboard wing sections are incorporated 
in the bottom of the fuselage Photo 20. which 
also shows the wheel bays and the limited detail 
which is moulded into the upper wing. These need 
to be boxed in for better realism and I used the 
wing ribs from the folding mechanism .is templates 
tti assisi with tins usk Resell pros idc brae kets and 
aerofoil wing sections to allow the wings to fold and 
Consequently^ for those wishing to display the model 
with wings folded, it is relatiselv easy to build the 
kit up in this way. With good references the then 
visible open wing sections can be nicely detailed. 

Since I had decided to open up part of the gun 
bay I drilled and cut away the relevant section of 
the starboard wing. I had already decided to finish 
the model in late Meet Air Arm colours and for 



once I thought ahead. Placing a decal over an open 
gun bay on the upper port wing was a task I was 
happy to avoid. ( Been there, done that! ) 

Now. I know it's an affliction which I need to 
address, but I decided to complete the model with 
the flaps down. So. it was now necessary to cut 
away the relevant sections from each wing, 
although this was not too arduous a task as the 
Revell plastic is relatively user- friendly. The wing 
sections where then toined together and the process 

ol boxing in the gun bty (Photoi 21 rod 22 rod 

the wheel bays (Photo 23 was carried out 

I mentioned earlier that the wing trailing edges 
are far too thick and these need to be scraped and 
sanded -down to a more realistic profile — easier in 
my case since I had already cut away the flap 
sections. As I was building an FA A version it was 
also necessary to reduce each wmgtip by a scale 
eight inches (an easy calculation in 1/32 scale) to 
represent the clipped wings these aircraft h.id tor 
below deck storage on the smaller British carriers. 
Photo 24 shows this operation. And yes. I forgot to 
allow for the thickness of the plastic which I used to 
blank off the wmgtip! The wings were then mated 
to the fuselage without too much difficulty, 
although this amount of surgery docs tend to 
impair the kit maker's engineering Photo 25 ihowi 
a gap on the port wingroot which required filling. 
I he three-part flaps for each wing were then 




built up using plastic ard and Microwcld. The 
leading-edge of each flap was made from plastic rod 
and any remaining small gaps filled and sanded. 
Although I thought I had measured the flap length 
carefully, when I carried out a dummy fit they just 
did not look enough. So. it was back to the 

workbench to build i second set. Photos 26 and 

27 show the nearly finished flap sections. 

As I had replaced the cockpit instrument panel I 
had to build up a new coaming at the front of the 
COCkpil | Photo 28) and add the additional 
instrumentation and gutiMght 'Photo 29 > \i this 
stage 1 also added the tailplane. having previously 
cut away the elevators and showing these in a 
slightly drooped position. 

The gun bay. To be frank, when I opted for this 
detail. I did not have a clear plan of action in mind. 
The Aires Hrowning .30 cal. wing-mounted 
machine gun set is a good starting point, being of 
their usual high standard and with the option of 
showing the breeches open or dosed. However, 
ammunition feeds are a prominent part of this 
section and difficult to replicate. Years ago I built a 
1/32 I N<> Sabre and used the I duard etched set 
which includes ammunition feeds ( Photo 30 
These seemed suitable for the purpose and the 
spares box also had some left-over ammunition 
belts from the Airwaves set (Photo 31 ). Cutting 
and bending the finished feeds into place — 
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particularly on the very short run — was not easy 
(those unskilled hands again) and Photo 32 shows 
the initial fitting. Some additional piping and detail 
has been added and utilising another Waldron 
placard from the spares l>o\ 

The engine was built up as per kit instructions 
with the exception of replacement pushrods 
• Photn 33 I here scope tor more detailing if 
you wish to display the engine and cut away part 
of the cowling. The propeller blades have some 
shrinkage, as mentioned earlier, and which need 

filling Photo 34i. 

The undercarriage components were cleaned up 
and assembled with the addition of brake pipes and 
wiring. As supplied the wheels look a bit basic so I 
drilled thc>e out and inserted some metal pieces 
(am I alone in having a lot of left over etched parts 
in the spares box?) to approximate what I assume is 
part of the braking system. Photo 3$ \nothcr 
left over etching was used for the inside hubs. 

I always dither at this stage, uncertain when is 
the right time to paint/decal/detail. since I seem 
prone to finger prints/paint smudges/knocking bits 
off. I knew there was no way I could mask off the 
gun bay in its finished state so I opted to spray the 
aircraft overall Humbrol midnight gloss blue with 
my usual technique of highlighting by adding white 
paint to the mixture on the last spray. When dry. a 
coat of varnish, some initial dec a Is and it started to 
look like an FAA Cortttl < Photo 30). 

The dccals I used were the Tech mini set for the 
F4U- 1 A/Corsair II as they included the late-war 
British Pacific Meet roundels that I wanted to use. 
The Corsair, for my money, looks good in any 
finish, and one day 1 hope to build another with 
the well -weathered, bleached look of the US 
Marine Corps aircraft in the Pacific. For now. I was 
stuck to find the right si/e numerals. Is research a 
trust rating exercise for other modellers? My 
reference* frequently seem to contradict each other 
or totally ignore the particular detail I am trying to 




track down. Among other references I used the 
FAA database website for what I hoped was basic 
factual data. Anyway, the Tcchmod roundels went 
tin nicely although they were on the thin side and 
would probably not take to being slid around too 
much, so I itnik care to position them as accurately 
as possible at the first attempt. Codes and numbers 
I added at a later stage after trawling through my 
hoard of decals trying to find something ot suitable 
si/e and accuracy. The fuselage numbers are. I 
think, slightly smaller than they should be but it 
was the nearest I could get from my collection. 

While varnish/dccals were drying I made up the 
necessary replacement panels for the gun bay from 
thin plasticard. gluing on a second layer ot punched 
strip to try and simulate the internal surface. 

Now, at this stage, you always think vou have the 
model almost completed but. somehow, the final 
detailing and finishing ott seems to take as long as 
the initial construction. The timescale is inevitably 
extended if, like me. you repeatedly knock off 
details you have already carefully glued into place. 

The model was given another coat of gloss and 
then matt varnish in order to take the final 
weathering of pastels and dry-brushing. Usually I 
use raw umber oil paint and grey or brown pastels 
to highlight panel lines and dirty up* my models, 
but these are not so suitable on dark paint finishes. 
After a couple of failed experiments I resorted to 



scrubbing a lightened blue paint into some of the 
panels with a stiff, dry brush before sealing the 
finish off with a coat of satin varnish. 

The undercarriage units were then installed 
There are two locating holes inside the upper wing 
and I had difficulty in getting one leg to line up 
properly. Inevitably. I sheared this leg off and had 
to resort to some first aid m the form ol splints, 
hopefully hidden, inside the wheelwell. 

Before fitting the engine cowling I fixed a ring of 
electric wire (painted a dirty tan) to the front 
bulkhead to simulate the exhaust pipes which seem 
to Ik- evident underneath the cowl flaps on most 
photographs. The kit has moulded control rods to 
the elevator trim tabs but these stand quite proud 
on most references so I cut them away and replaced 
them with card and wire. 

The kit canopy isn't tm> bad even though it is 
moulded on the thick side. However, as I had 
purchased the Squadron/Signal replacement canopv 
and making sure I had a brand new blade in my 
modelling knife. I carefully cut this out and 
trimmed off the excess. I am one of those wimps 
who approach cutting, painting and gluing canopies 
with some trepidation and this was another 
occasion when discrete use of my wife's nail scissors 
proved helpful. ( With all this cutting of metal foil 
ami plastn. how well Jo thev trim your wife's nath, 
Tom? Ed.l I spread the painting of the canopy over 




three days, doing the internal green and external 
blue in stages in an attempt to avoid blemishes. 

No construction project would be complete 
without a lost part and it was at this stage I found 
— or rather couldn't find — the wing navigation 
lights. With nothing suitable in the spares box 1 had 
to resort to small blocks of clear sprue glued into 
place and then filed and sanded to shape. To 
complete the gun bay I added small sections of 
Airwaves ammunition belts into the feed trays and 
attached the breech covers in the open position. 
Linkages to the open hatches were from wire 
Photos 37 and 38 I had previously Lilt awav the 
exhaust stacks which are moulded underneath the 
nose ot the aircraft and 1 used three pieces of 
plastic tubing on each side, cut to shape, to replace 
these. The pitot head and undercarriage doors 
completed the project. 

And there you have it. At £15 you get an old but 
still vers workable 1/32 Corsair which, with a little 
bit of tidying up, still builds up into a nice model 
straight from the box. Alternatively, it provides a 
reasonable base on which to hang additional detail 
and produce something a little different if that is 
your particular bent. 

so it's good 'old' Kcvell! 

Tw. Hall 




Fabulous Fokker 
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Simon Uglow builds Eduard's 1/48 scale Fokkcr D.VII 
(OAW) kit and declares it "something special" 
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duard have fully established themselves as a 
leader in World War 1 aircraft kits and each 
of their new releases is eagerly anticipated. 
Their Fokker D.VII (OAW) is no exception. Before 
the postman delivered mv example I had seen 
several semi completed builds at my local WW I 
modelling group The general teeling was that this 
kit is something special, so I really couldn't wait to 
get my hands on it and get cracking. 

I duard have taken a new direction in 
presentation here, replacing the familiar box-top 
painting with computer-generated artwork. I heir 
signature 'black box' has also gone, in favour of a 
modern orange and silver surround. Inside the box 
Eduard's standard tan styrene sprues are coupled 
with a 'Zoom' style photoetched fret which carries 
pre-painted seat harnesses as well as other interior 
and exterior details Six decal sheets are inJuded. 
Two cover the four-colour lo/enge for both upper 
and lower surfaces with a further small sheet for the 
interior lozenge panels. Rib tapes take up a further 
two sheets, whilst the last sheet covers the individual 
aircraft markings for four options: the aircraft of 






'Oarre camouflage fust requemg the dark (run overlay to comp lete 

Hasso von Wcdcl. Rudolf Stark of fasta 35b, Franz 
Buchner of Jasta 1 3, and an anonymous example 
from Jasta 58. Previous Eduard kits have been 
supplied with prc-cut vinyl masks, but here these 
have been replaced with new Kabuki tape masks. 
Last, but by no means least, wc have the instruction 
manual — no more loose A5 leaflet, but a full- 
colour, iii mi A 5, beautifully illustrated production. 
Steps are not numbered (and when do we modellers 
follow the order anyway?) but are logical, with the 
alternate pieces and de*.al application dearly flagged. 
C-omputcr-gcncratcd images provide three- 
dimensional representations of key areas. 

1 trst impressions were verv good, suggesting that 
a tine nunlel should result straight from the box. A 
few discrepancies have crept in and there are a few 
areas that could be adjusted to further aid the build 
process. The biggest error relates to the colour and 
markings of Fran/ Buchncrs aircraft. The grccn- 
and white striped tail should in tact he the same 
blue as the fuselage. I elected to build Hasso von 
Wcdel s D.VI1. complete with gruesome Ruhtrati 
(medieval execution wheel) personal markings. 
Eduard state that Von Wcdcl was stationed with 
Jastas 23 and 24 but it should only be 24. The box 
art and instruction manual contradict themselves 
with respect to wheel and axle cover colours. 

Building this aircraft and its complicated lo/enge 
and 'giraffe' camouflage require* it to be 
treated as several major subassemblies 
so let's get started! Having 
relegated unnecessary parts to 
the spares box and cleaned 
up all the major 
components both wings 
were assembled. Kach is 
moulded as upper and 
lower halves, which 
were glued, damped 
and left to dry 
thoroughly. A small 
quantity of Tamiya liquid 
primer was used around 
the edges and a light sand to 
finish. The lower wing was set 
aside, while the upper was 
primed and given a coat of John son's 
I uturc (Klear) in readiness for the decals. 
These are applied in three layers: lozenge, rib tapes 
and lastly, crosses and stencils. 

Here lies one of the few problems with this kit — 
the lozenge panels iust aren't wide enough span wise 
to cover the wing surface without slight gaps 
appearing. Had 1 realised this from the outset I 
would have divided each panel at a rib station and 
gained an extra millimetre's width here and there. 
( iaps could then have been planned and 



Al masking removed and lozenge decab appbed Note no nb capes have been added at this time 




Decafeng complete and final assembly underway Photo-etch enhanced machne gum have been added 




subsequently hidden by the rib tapes. The decals 
themselves bchasrd perfectly, just requiring several 
time-consuming sessions to complete. Ailerons and 
elevators were dealt with at the same time 'on the 
sprue' in readiness for a matt topcoat. 

Wheels, struts, propeller and other ancillary items 
were cleaned up and painted with a mixture of 
Humbrol enamels, (iun/e Sangyo acrylics and oil 
paint. The Kabuki wheel masks performed 
faultlessly, displaying no tendency to 
lift during painting or leave 
adhesive residue when 

removed. The mauve wheel 
centres were sprayed 
freehand, making no 
attempt to achieve a 
perfect circle. Machine 
guns are supplied fully 
moulded, though 
photoctched jackets and 
detail pieces are 
provided. If you choose 
this option, surgery on the 
plastic guns is needed, as the 
muzzle and stock are required. 
I went the photoctch route and 
felt the effort was warranted. 
As this work progressed so did assembly 
of the cockpit interior and engine. Fuselage sidewalls 
were primed and then overpainted in Humbrol 74 
linen. A localised application of Future was followed 
by the interior lozenge panels and Mr Mark Softer to 
bed them down over the raised sidewall detail I he 
bulk of the interior comprises plastic parts with just 
heel plates, instrument console, the odd instrument 
dial and lever and seatbclls coming from the 
optional etched fret. The starboard fuselage side had 



all of the interior components added and then the 
fuselage halves were joined. Kach of the interior 
components needed reducing in width to allow the 
fuselage to close, but by adding one component at a 
time and sanding to a good fit before proceeding 
this was readily achieved. The locating pins were 
removed as they introduced a slight misalignment. 
The basic airframe was then completed by the 
addition of the tailplane. lower wing and cowl 
front/radiator. Small quantities of filler were 
required at these joints. Here a moulded panel on 
the fuselage underside, just in front of the lower 
wing, is susceptible to damage. A photo-etch 
alternative would have been nice, but none is 
provided. It is at this time in a (ireat War build that I 
wish canopies had been invented! Masking the 
cockpit aperture with fragile photo-etch pieces just 
millimetres below is always daunting. I elected to 
build up a Blu-Tack mask from multiple small pieces 
and sealed the whole with Maskol. The exposed 



Hasso von Wedel 

Hasso von Wedd w» bom is Vogefcang on 12 May 1893 and 
toe* 4 \*t*U rootr to r-W*rd von Rjchfhofen rlo the German 
Ar Force. Trarwg nfcafy as an observer having transferred from 
the I It) Oagoon Refment. he scored hn irst vctory on 22 
September 1 9 1 6 Retumng to F\>ven lor plot trarwTg he joesed 
Jasta 14 « February 1918 and from there to }atU 7S. w«h wh<n 
he scored he, second vctory (« patoon over Marnoeeh) on 16 
May Retumrf from npury wKtaned on 28 )une 19 1 8 von 
WedH look command of Jasta 24 on 2 1 August and scored three 
more victories (an irwfcroftcd enemy arcraft and two Si 5es) n 
two weeks during Septe m ber , endng the war with the fron 
Cross ( I st and 2nd Class) 

Contnurg frying oto WWII von We<*H was shot down ri 
hn Messerschmo B< 1 09E A near BaVtgton on IS September 
1940. probabty by FMot Ofrker Ft H Holand of 92 Squadron Hn 
arcraft crashed rto a Carrnhouse. k*ng the occupants and greatty 
upsettng von WedeJ, who survived the rodent Repatriated to 
Germany, he re entered the coHkt and was k*ed hdpng to 
defend Berin n the (rial stages of the war n I94S 



engine was masked similarly, though here Tamiya 
tape was .iK.. list il 

With just the main airframe requiring completion 
before final assembly could commence enthusiasm 
was running high, but the 'giraffe' camouflage had to 
be painted. Following primer I Humbrol I again!) 
the radiator grill was sprayed satin coal black 
(Humbrol 83 1, doing back to the supplied masks 
and expecting to find one for the grille drew a blank, 
so small piece* of Tamiya tape were substituted and 
the mauve (liun/e H3 U ) laid down. Tamiya tape was 
used to prodiuc irregular lo/enge shapes and these 
were placed so as to negatively mask the mauve 






Fakker D.VII: Most feared opponent 

Emer^ne, vctonout from the competition tor sr^e^njned 
l*«r* to** (devfruted TJ types), he* at Attentat «rieid n 
January 1 9 1 8. the production Fokfce* D VW wert rto fror*Sne 
verwe n ApH thai time year The VI I prototype, from which 
the D VU wu demed. featured a comma Vvaped odder and no 
vrrt<jl fci Thr* vs*v added and the kiveiage lengthened on 
Anthony rotter's ratnxtwn to rnprove dreenonai ttabfcy 
Production of the D VW was undertaken not onty by the rotter 
company but voracaty by one of rotter '» rrujn competitor^ 
WVOl. at POtn tne jonvvvftrvai ana xrv>eoemuni lactones 
The rnodel depcted nere ft from the Schnettemuhl WQHi 
Easy to ty. the O W adveved conwderabie success « 
combat equpprf Geschvvadert l. 2 and 3 as wH as numerous 
ndMduat Jastas A capabaty to prop-hang' and shoot at 
opponent s from below was a special feature' Atongwde the 
Gotha bombers the D VW was specAcaty bsted r> the Armsbce 
agreement as a type to be handed over to the AJfces at the end of 
hosttoes (in enter In* ale apparate DVU — Espeoaffy al 
mMw of the D VH type ) Despae thft requrement many 
arc/aft arxj mfrxn rnjdr the* way on r«J can rto HoiarxJ 
where production of the type confirmed These saw service ur*l 
the late 1 920s r. the Dutch East I 




ready to receive the dark green overlay (Ciunze 
H302). These stages contributed greatly to the 
authenticity and finish of the model, but I can't help 
but thinking that I duard should have provided 
ready-cut masks for this area. 

With the 'giraffe' camouflage out of the way the 
rest of the airframe was coated with luturc and 
decaling once again h>ok priority. The same 
application sequence was followed as for the upper 
wing: lo/cngc, rib tapes and individual markings and 
stencils. The wraparound fuselage band that carries 
the Rtditrml markings is a precision fit. but the 
Rnhtruth themselves arc poorly orientated compared 
to the side profile on the instructions. This is a 
shame as they are such a feature of s-on Wedcl's 
aircraft. Also, being slightly translucent, the lozenge 
pattern is just discernible beneath the band. Plain 
Richtrad decals are provided, so painting the band 
would correct this area without too much extra 



effort. Once complete. Humbrol Matt ("ote was 
sprayed on all the major components. Malted -down 
the lo/cngc camouflage looked superb. 

f inal assembly was straightforward and great Iv 
assisted by the precise engineering. All control 
surfaces were offset and W>catc positively at the hinge 
points. Sikh in the tit ih.it pre positioning \s.u 
possible, then thinned PVA glue was applied with a 
brush. I he fin and rudder asscmbls. along with the 
tailplane struts were next, followed by the interplane 
struts. The moulded dimples at their location points 
were identified beneath the decals and opened for 
gluing. With the interplane struts in place, 
everything was put aside for 24 hours to dry. The 
upper wing was subsequently mated to this 
assembly. Cabane struts were added last, having first 
supported the airframe in an inverted position. The 
unders.irn.ige was assembled as a unit with the 
individual struts clicking solidly into the axle fairing. 
With everything still upside down the undercarriage 
was added. The small quantity of stretched sprue 
rigging was attached with cyano (Pacer's Zap-a- 
tiap). lost but not least were the handles lor ground 
manoeuvring, the pilot's step and propeller. 
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Book of the Month 




0KB Tupolev - A History of the Design Bureau and its Aircraft 



by Yefim Gordon and Vladimir 
Riemant 



Pncr £3S 



Put) t^C- M C i"d 



ISBN I -£5780-214-4 



Formic: 220 mm x 29$ mm. 168 p *f » 
Cwr. Hardtack 



What business has a devotee of naval 
subjects with a book of this 
complexity and calibre? I am 
broadening my horizons, you see. 
Having acquired a taste for passenger 
aircraft following exposure to a certain 



book last month, I came here in search 
of the rickety propliners that I had 
always assumed to constitute the bulk 
of Tupolev's output. I am proved — as 
so very often — wrong. 

What we have here is a fascinating 
archive spanning the whole gamut of 
Russian aviation. Divided into eight 
major categories, Tupolev's 
masterpieces from pre-war designs to 
pilotless drones are documented in 
full. There is a wealth of information 
on everything and a mass of excellent 
illustrations. 



Highly recommended as a basic 
starting point for the researcher, 
although you will not need to venture 
much further beyond its all- 
encompassing covers. My only criticism 
is that it does not pander to the passing 
ignorant by using NATO codenames, 
which means the casual reader is 
constantly forced to rack their memory 
to decide if the Tu-95 refers to the 
Bison, the Backside, or something else. 

Call a bear a bear. I say. This aside 
it's a blinder. 
GH 



Bookshelf 



MiG-19P 



by Michal Ovcacik and Karel Susa 



Prtc* £11.50 

PubWwr 4+ Pubbcattom 



tSBN 80-900708-9-2 



2 1 2 mm x 297 mm. 36 



This book is ideal for the modeller. It 
contains numerous photos, both 
overall views and detail, with around 
30 in colour and over 1 35 in black and 
while. There are 1/72 scale plans for 
all versions, including production 
variations and colour art for 18 
aircraft from six air forces. 

For the very reasonable price you 
also get a potted history of the MiG- 
19, including the Chinese- produced 
versions, a description and technical 
data. Versions covered are the MiG- 
19P, 'PG. PM, *PML, Shenyang L-6A. 
Nanchang I-6B and the Guizhou J- 



6IV. An excellent book for the 
enthusiast and modeller. 
Hike Kingsley 



Model Master Series - 1 



by Nico Debocck 



Pubathar: Pico Pubkcatkyvs wtift tltvil 
Cow. Softback 



This first in the series of softback Model 
Master books, consisting of 46 high- 
quality colour pages with very nice 
photos of six builds, all to the highest 
standard. In English, but the quality of 
writing is not the best. The book, so it 
says, is aimed at the beginner, which is 
very laudable, but there are much better 
books in this genre. More of a 
'beginners coffee table book', methinks. 
Tim Large 



Israeli Air Force Yearbook 2005 




by Ofer Zidon and Shlomo Aloni 



MorTBA 

PutAthT Wteard Pubkeattom (hraaf) 
ISBN: 965-737104-7 



This softback book is a history of the 
Israeli Air Force from December 2004 
to October 2005 and the review copy 
was supplied to us at Telford in 
November so you cannot be more up 
to date than that. 

Each chapter covers one month and 
is made up of several small sections 
that has informative text illustrated 
with captioned photographs. To give 
you an idea of the content I will 
concentrate on the month of lune 
2005. 

This chapter starts with the 
introduction of the Gulfstream V 
Sachshon into Israeli service. This is a 
specialist electronic intelligence 
gathering aircraft with a large number 
of lumps and bumps not normally 
seen on this top-of the-range bizjet. 
The next section covers the activation 
of a new F-16 squadron, the Red 
Dragons, which is a dedicated 
aggressor unit whose dragon tail art 
combined with red fuel tanks makes 
for a very attractive subject that has 
featured on a recent Isra Decal sheet. 
The final section deals with the 
Graduation of Class 1 50 on Israeli Air 
Force day, and features aircraft that 
carried out displays for the occasion 
including the IAI- upgraded Magister. 
F-15I.C-130. F-16.AH-1 and UH-60. 

The quality of the photographs is to 
a wry high standard, and is ideal for 
the modeller as you can clearly sec the 
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camouflage patterns and the way 
weathering has affected the airframes. 
If the aircraft serves in the IAF you 
will find a photograph of it in this 
book, which includes a section on the 
Historic Flight's celebrated black 
Spitfire and the use of unmanned 
aerial vehicles (UAVs). 

A few years ago books like this 
would have been unheard of, as the 
Israeli Air Force was then so secretive 
about its aircraft. Now less than five 
months after the latest squadron's 
formation you not only have a decal 
sheet and resin detail set but also this 
superb reference. I am hoping that 
Wizard Publications make this an 
annual and I recommend it very 
highly to anyone with an interest in 
the modern day Israeli Air Force. 
David Francis 



US Navy Hornet Units 

Operation Iraqi Freedom Part Two Osprey Combat Aircraft Series No 58 



by Tony Holmes 



Prtea: £12.99 

Pubtahw: Otprey PucAshjng 



SSIM: I-64I.768&ST 
Format 1 76 mm x 230 mm, 96 payt 



Companion volume to Part One. which 
covered Hornet units in Southern Iraq, 
and refers to the five US Navy Hornet 
units deployed in Northern Iraq. 
Contains some stunning photography 
of Hornets on deck, in flight, and 
night-time take-offs. 

As is usual with this series there are 
many colour side-views of aircraft 
from different units, and plenty of 
photos showing the weapons and 
stores carried for various mission 
requirements. The text explains the 
planning behind the missions and a 
lot of first-hand accounts by the pilots 




themselves. As well as being a very 
informative read there is a plethora of 
detail here for the modeller. 
Mark 0' Regan 



F-15E Strike Eagle Units 

In Combat 1990-2005 Osprcy Combat Aircraft No 59 

i..nJiNj.u'i[iai.i.ij.Ln.uui« 



Pnce £12 99 



ISBN: I -64 1 -769096 

Format: 1 76 mm x 250 mm. 96 pays 

Covar Softback 



As the title suggests, this book lists all 
the F-15E Strike Eagle units in active 
combat from operations Desert Shield 
to Iraqi Freedom. It is packed with some 
fantastic photos taken in flight and on 
the ground, featuring lots of close-ups 
of the ordnance carried. There are also 
plenty of photos taken by the pilots 
themselves, and no fewer than 24 side- 
views showing squadron markings and 
codes, plus appendices that list details of 
all operations flown by each squadron. 

The majority of the text is devoted 
to first-hand accounts by pilots of 
their missions, and makes for a verv 
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interesting read. Being a modeller and 
an aircraft enthusiast I can 
recommend this book to all. 
Mark O'Regan 



History of Finnish Air Force No 7 



Kalevi Keskinen & Kari Stcnman 



C 

Pnca 27 Euro* 



Km 

ISBN: 9S2-9932-S-3 

Format: 2S2 mm x 1 75 mm 

Covrt Softback 

IHustrtDons: Colour and Mick and-whita 



I believe I have correctly translated at 
least a part of the title of this 
excellent publication. Unfortunately 
the title is given only in Finnish, 
while the text is in both Finnish and 
English. This particular title of the 
series is dedicated to the use of 



captured Soviet fighters in the 
Finnish Air Force during WW2. The 
Finns made wide use of captured 
aircraft obtained either by its own 
army or purchased from German war 
booty. The aircraft were restored by 
Finnish State aircraft factories and 
ground personnel in the field often 
showing feats of miraculous 
ingenuity. Use of LaGG-3. 1-16, 1- 
16LTI. 1-153 and M5bis types is 
covered. 

Given the limited space in the 
book the text is adequate, though I 
would have liked to have seen better 
analyses of the differences between 




sub-types, particularly for the LaGG- 
3 and 1-16. The book also contains 
plans for all types of the aircraft 
covered, which is a nice touch, but I 
personally would not use them for 
modelling purposes. 

All the photographs are black-and- 
white and of perfect quality. Many 
show the minute peculiarities of the 
aeroplanes and their paint schemes 
and are extremely helpful from the 
modellers' point of view. In this 
respect, the book is a real treasury of 
excellent reference material. 
Kon stan tine MaJinovsky 



Suomen llmavolmlen Hlstoria 25: 

Hurricane & Gladiator 



Wirbird Tech Series Volume 39 



by Kalevi Keskinen and Kari 
Stcnman 



Mm TBA 

ISBN 952-99432-0-2 



Pubtshar Karl Seanman 



Format: ITS mm x 2S0 mm. 96 

Covar Softback 

Languafo Finntsh/EnfUsh 



The Finns had only 30 Gladiators and 
a dozen Hurricanes, but this excellent 
little book spares no detail about any 
of them. You'd never find anywhere 
near this many photos — and good 
ones — devoted to a mere two score 
of RAF aircraft! A brief development 
and procurement history of each type 
is followed by details of operations on 
a unit-by-unit basis, colour schemes 
(text, plus nine colour profiles), air 
combats and kills, accurate 1/72 scale 
drawings, including the Hurricane I1B 
to cover the single ex- Russian example 
they repaired and put into service. Not 
surprisingly, both types faded away 
from lack of spares as the 
Continuation War dragged on, but 




they were still flying recce missions 
into 1944. 

There is also coverage of the 
Swedish volunteer participation in the 
Winter War. This booklet will delight 
all fans of Hurriboxes, Gladrags and 
Small Air Forces. 
Brian Derbyshire 



Lockheed C-141 Starlifter 



by Frederick A lohnson 



Pnce £ II 99 



Pubis har: MMtandCounOw 
ISBN I-S8007.080-9 



format: 280 mm x 216 mm. 104 pafaa 
Covar Softback 



The effect of the Cold War upon the 
development of military equipment 
— and by default upon aviation in 
general — cannot be underestimated. 
By the 1960s, US military planners 
had realised the need for a long- 
distance heavy lift capacity, and the 
answer came in the shape of the 
Starlifter. 

From its first flight in December 
1963 the aircraft has been a prop for 
US foreign policy throughout the 
globe, so it is nice to see its 
development, history and 
achievements so neatly and concisely 
laid out in this excellent and well- 
planned book. 

Seven chapters and three 
appendices cover all areas of the 
aircraft's history, and although there 
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are plenty of pictures — more than 
enough to provide adequate 
information for the modeller — this is 
more of an historical reference than 
one of those books of profiles and 
guts shots so beloved of those who 
glue plastic. It's a book to read as 
much as a book to refer to, and as 
such can be highly recommended. 
CH 



Air War Over East Yorkshire in WW II Les Autogires La Cierva 



by Paul Briphl 



Price £24 99 



Put*\hcr Flifht Recor der Pubte a t t o m 
ISBN 09S4 S6 OS7 4 



Format 228 mm n 297 mm. I75pp 



What I did over Christmas. Part 2. In 
between blasting the modelling room 
with Halford's acrylic white, I was able 
to relax with this most excellent ami 
entertaining publication, which 
arrived in the office in the nick of time 
— just before we broke up for the 

Being a Yorkshire-dweller, if not a 
Yorkshireman by birth, it was doubly 
attractive, as the keen sense of 
involvement the book exudes was not 
entirely lost on me. It covers the entire 
WW2 period as the air war related to 
1 .ist York*, so ot what use is it to the 
modeller you may ask? 

Firstly, there is a mass of 
photographs, many I'd certainly never 
come across before, and a continuity 
to the narrative that puts the reader 
on the spot in a way more technical 
world ot reference never do. 
Modelling. I never tire of saving, is 
either an art or a science. If it is an art 
then this is the book for you, as it will 



transport you into your subject 
matter, without pausing to count the 
rivets along the way. 

It that is loo 'New-Age* an approach 
to book reviewing for you, then all 
there is left to say is that this is a 
beautiful, well -presented document, 
lovingly researched and highly 
readable. The mass of anecdotal 
account is priceless, and the research 
meticulous. 
GH 



(La Cierva Autogiros) 



by Jose Fernandez, Juan Arreaez 
Cerda and Arnaud Prudhomme 



Pnce 40 Euro* 

Pubfaher EdWontTMA 
ISBN 2-915205-04-3 



Formal 220 mm x 305 mm. I92paje* 
Cover Hardback 



With each page divided Into 
bilingual text of French and F.nglish. 
this publication will certainly be 
most welcome on the bookshelves of 
both modellers and enthusiasts alike. 
It all starts with an in-depth 
introduction to the man behind the 
machines, Senor luan de la Cierva 
Codorniu. then moves onto a 
comprehensive look at all the marks 
of Cierva autogiro built, featuring 
sketches, three- views and black-and- 
white photos. 

The C- 19 and C-30 — most 
produced versions of this 
revolutionary aircraft — are well 
represented with some excellent 
cutaways, scale plans and colour 
photographs of museum survivors. 

The colour profiles are superb, a 
modellers' dream! My only 
disappointment in the book is that 
the final chapter, which focuses on 




the service history of all the types 
flown, is only in French. Overall, this 
wealth of reference can be highly 
recommended and will certainly be 
invaluable to those modellers 
building the recent A/ur C-50 kit, 
leaving only one problem: which 
colour scheme do you choose? 
David Hoi man 



Brewster Model 239 [Parts la and lb] 



by K.ivoli Keskinen and K.ui 
Stenman 



Pnce £1195 (each) 
Publisher Kan Stenman 



ISBN 952-99432-4-5 (Part la) and 952- 
fH32»3-7(rVt lb) 

Format I 76 mm x 250mm. 96 
Cow: Softback 



IButtrattom Colour and black-and-white 
pho to gr a phs and colour profile* 



Information on the ill fated Brewster 
Buffalo is not in short supply. There 
are do/ens of books describing the 
aircraft and its service career during 
\\ \\'2 Most mention and suppl) a 
short narrative on the service of the 
fighter in the Finnish Air Force, but 
none could even come close to the 
level ot detail and coverage of these 
two volumes. 

Finland was probably the only 
nation in the conflict that used the 
barrel-bodied fighter with a certain 
level of success and for the duration 
of hostilities. The two volumes of 
this book are well placed to cover the 
glaring lack of information on the 
usage of the Buffalo on the Eastern 
Front both against the Red Army 
VVS and the Luftwaffe. The high 
quality text in both Finnish and 
F.nglish covers the history of all the 
units which used the fighter and 
provides a huge amount of factual 
and anecdotal evidence 

Over 7(1".. of the hooks comprise 
black-and-white and colour 
photographs of excellent quality. 
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Captions are given in both 
languages and they are great 
illustrations for the textual 
information. A number of colour 
profiles and drawings are supplied 
in the second volume, which is also 
crowned by a long list of all the 
aerial victories achieved in the type 
by Finnish pilots. Overall, it is an 
excellent edition, which 1 
recommend to anyone interested in 
the historv of the Buffalo, but also 



tor all those eager to learn more 
about the history of WW 2. For 
those specifically interested in the 
Finnish Air Force this book is a 
definite 'must have*. Highly 
recommended! 
Konstantine Malinovsky 



WarbirdTech Series Volume 41 

MiG-29 Fulcrum 



by Yefim Gordon & Peter Davison 



Prior £11.95 

Speciality Press 



50007 085 X 

212 mm x 297 mm. 104 



Covrr Softback 



I Ins book otters a wealth ol 
information from the MiG-29's 
conception, development, variants, 
service use. performance compared 
with other aircraft and even what 
kits are available. There are plans 
varying from 1/200 to 1/140 scale for 
the production MiCi-29A. UB. M. 
"S. ^M. SM I and K versions 

The photos are mainly in black- 
and-white, but the 15 pages of detail 
plates are what will interest 
modellers most. To some the small 
colour photograph of the instrument 
panel on the back cover might alone 
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be worth the price of this book. 
Highly recommended. 
Mike Kingsley 




SAM Publications and MPM have 
got together again to give you the 
chance to win one of these splendid 
kits from different eras of aviation 

Focke Achgelis & Sea Hornet 

Win either of these superb kits by simply writing down 
your name and address on a postcard, and send it to: 

Achgelis/Hornet Competition 
SAM Publications 
Media House, 21 Kingsway, 
Bedford, MK42 9BJ 

Open to our worldwide reader thip. You have until April Ut 2006 to enter. 



Special prizes! 




Feedback 



Letter of the Month Competition 



Masterly modelling 



Letter of the month 



Dear Sir. 

I very much enjoyed the article 
and photographs of Nornun 
Lee* wonderful 'solid' model* in 
September 2005 * SAMU and thought 
you may he interested in the CPCkwed 
snippet from the lanuary 1940 issue 
of Men Only maga/ine. 

Manv wars ago I tried my hand at 
solid modelling t«x>. hut alas nothing 
survive* to this day. However, just to 
show what can he done with ancient 



The Article from Men Onty (my. how that 
pubfceatjon changed over the rears' Ed ) was 
eroded "Model WarfAre'. by G V Gahvey. * 
reads. <n pan as frjlows 

*tt begins on quae a modest scale 
Someone puts out a pen fcn aTe and sum to 
wNWe out the shape of i boat from 4 ch© or 
firewood When the stage of vmootn^g n 
reached « helpful messmate suggests a chp of 
glass or ehvia to g*e 1 real Irtish to the hui 
The rrfectjon n spreading. 

After the neat leave somebody returns 
with slender laths of featherstht baha wood, 
sandpaper, a tube of cement w*h the 
penetratong smefl of 'dope*, and elaborate 
rabuctions jnd plans There is An unholy 
tasonatton watching hen at work. Ibur 
fingers cch And you hold your breath as you 
wAtch the CAckhAnded brute And thnk how 





much neater you would be The germ a n 
your blood now 

At ust a tnm SpMrt or Humeane 
emerges from under the dumay fingers. The 
whole mess is uneasy And waffrs dekcatefy 
unbl < is announced that the glue his set 

By thrt bme Amofton run been fired — 
or. 4 you Ujt . the eject i on has reached 
ep<Jem< proportions Chisels. spokeshAves. 
and planet amve, sent from home or 
Vnoded o* From shps Urary or pubtc 
kbrary come reference books wth aI the 
scanting* and detaas of the Cutty Sark or the 
NeHon A wh<>- round produces the pnee of 
good wood to work on And good bkjtprvtts 
to work to. The armaments n the war on 
boredom hAve begun to pae up. Aircraft 
shjpv tanks, barrage baJoom n mnoture. 
they go **o action. Someth^g a being 
created « a work) lAunched on destruction * 



technology, and prompted by those 
fabulous old advertisements 
repnsduced in your article. I've 
enclosed for your amusement a 
couple of pictures of a very much 
reworked FROG Miles Master Mk III. 
Moulded in bright vellcrn plastic, and 
bearing a price tag of Is 6d (7 l/2p 



for our post -decimalisation readers. 
Kdl. the kit must have been well over 
•to \c.irs old A% Mali it is wochilh 
m.ui urate, but being the only Master 
III on offer (I see it is still around 
under the Eastern Express label), 
there's nothing else for it but to 
exercise some good old-fashioned 
modelling skill if you want one in 
your line-up. 

I wonder how many other oldio 
like me there are out there who take 
great delight in turning ancient 
lemons into gems? 

Tint Pivwr 

Carlisle. Western Australia 



Congratulations to th» month s wewer of the 
Revei \etter of the Month Compettbon Ten 
receives a Revel Ar Brush Set 



Faded Day-Glo 

Dear Sir. 

A comment on the artwork for 
the Meteor TT.20 of the 
Royal Danish Air Force in 
l>ccembcr 's SAMI. The whitish' areas 
on the profile should be Pay-lilo 
orange wingtips and rear fuselage. If 
left outside for a couple of years the 
aircraft would appear as shown — the 
roundels would be weathered too, 
though. Here arc pictures of a T-33 
(rudder is Roundel Red) and PBY-6 





Catalina of the Royal Danish Air 
I one 1 he ( Greenland fliers were 
ob\ ioiis|\ intent on keeping up the 
'glow* tor obvious reasons! The top 
wing of the Catalina is also Roundel 
Red. 



via email 



Last word on those Eduard ads 



Pear Sir. 

■ feel that I must comment on (he 
I outbreak ot political correctness 
I in recent Feedback pages 
regarding the Hduard adsrrts. Vour 
latest correspondent in the lanuary 
issue claims that the Eduard adverts 
are "blatcntly sexist" and that she 
wants the "offensive ads removed from 
your publication". 

I asked my wife if she felt the same 
(being the same age as your 
correspondent ). and she didn't feel 
that it was offensive or sexist. 

Please can we keep PC out of 
modelling magazines. If we are not 
careful, the PC brigade will stop us 
replicating 'sexist* nose-art on B-17s 
and insist on the editorial staff 
wishing us 'Happy Winterval" next 
year instead ot Happy Christmas to 



save upsetting someone. 



via email 



Eouard % Tfft ht arheniung carnpafn has 
ended, at least for the tme be*ig — a deov 
apparents not dhven by PC loobyr\g 
Kmcxr\ mat they pun to iac rru*e modeh. tor 
the* ne*t campaqm are cTKonlrmed 
Meanwhie. Mr BaggotL we wan >ou and al 
our readers a betted (and # non-PC. so be e!) 
Happy rstew Kear Ed 



Michelle Choquette, lady 
modeller extraordinary 



Dear Sir. 

I know 1 jni j hit late in 
I n^ponding to your Hditortal 
I question about where arc .ill the 
lady aviation modellers out there, but 
here is my two cents' worth on the 
subject. Okay, here in the L'S there was 
one very famous scale modeller who 
was a woman of extraordinary talent. 
Her name is Michelle Choquette. Did 
you ever hear of her and her stunning 
1/32 scale aircraft model*? Well, she 
was first featured in the March 1993 
issue of line Scale SloJeler. That great 
profile on her displayed her beautiful 
1 \2 scale lets like her incredible 
scratchhuilt A- 10A Warthog. the old 
Resell Mirage converted into a L'S 
Navy aggressor F-21A (1AF Kfir C2). 
Resell s old offering of the Harrier 
GR.I into a USMC TAV-81) and her 
superdetailed Resell 1/32 I II 
Phantom. All were absolute joys to nisi 
W>ok at. and even be used as reference, 
because they were so well built! 

However, her l>est scale aviation 
model ever built was the awesome ID 
Models 1/32 scale B-58 Hustler 
vacformed kit! That one was featured 
in the March 1995 issue of FSM and is 
lust breathtaking in its detail and m/c. 
Michelle spent over 125 hours on the 
landing gear alone and worked about 
4(H) hours total on the kit itself, mostlv 



superdetailing the hell of the B-58's 
unusual cockpit and election seat 
arrangement Awesome work and 
something not seen anywhere else 
since. 

Sadly though. Michelle passed away 
in IV% nr '97 of cancer She left 
behind 1 do believe a loving and very 
supportive husband and two children 
and an impressive collection of big. 
beautiful 1/32 scale jets. Ilicre has 
never been a lady nuvdeller like her 
ever since. What a shame she did not 
live on and show our sisters, 
daughters, mothers and wives, and all 
female aviation enthusiasts, that a 
woman can indeed build great looking 
scale models of jets and WWII 
airplanes just as good, if not better*, 
then us guys. 

Something for you to think about 
as you wonder why more women 
don't get into the scale modelling 
bobby. 



Ate* ?r?W/ 



i t'tthitl 



Mu. I w*J rrmcrrtxr rVheie Choquette » 
outtmdng modeh from F$Ms features They 
more than pros* my Edtonal rebuttal of that 
jbverd oea thtf women cant match we dew 
men wnen < comet to moeteftrg ckJ Ed. 



RAF Sabre kit sought 



Dear Sir, 

Collecting my September 2005 
copy of SAM I. my heart gave 
a little flutter, more in 
anticipation than expectation seeing 
the additional mode) kit catalogue 
enclosed. Kagerly. I scrutinised each 
page slowly, but alas what 1 sought was 
not to be seen. Stumped again! 

In 1977 I decided to specialise 
rather than continue making different 
models in various scales. I elected to 
restrict my interest to 1/72 scale 
aircraft of the RAF and Fleet Air Arm 
from N>0 to the present, space being 
a significant factor. It proved to be a 



bad time to make this change, as not a 
lot was available except via the 
second hand market: £20 for a 
Frog/Now Wyvem? Visiting stalls at 
airshows proved srry fruitful, and 
numerous required kits were obtained. 

Many years have passed. I moved, 
the loft now the home for my ever- 
increasing collection, yet one type still 
eludes me. Missing from my collection 



Pinchbeck praised 



Dear Sir, 

Just a short email to commend 
you and your staff on Neil 
Pinchbeck's outstanding 
article about the Short 184 Seaplane 
and Fred Rutland in November's 
SAMI. The melding of the excellent 
model build with a remarkable story 
of courage (and considerable sang 
froid! ) set in its historical context is 
the kind of article that keeps your 
magazine on top. 

I also like the new. computer 
generated art covers. Keep up the great 
work! I look forward to every issue. 

Levmvd KnUfaw* 

Ohio. USA via email 





Bf 109 parts catalogue 




Dear Sir. 

ith reference to the parts 
catalogues mentioned in 
Martin Dawson's 
Bf I09K-4 Book Review (SASfl, 
November 2005. p. 1089). you might 
I be interested to know that copies of 
catalogues for several '109 models and 
Fw 190 etc. are available on CD from 
Peter Kwbank at 5/2f» Mars- 



Street. Mount Fden. Auckland 1003. 
New Zealand, email 
deusexe vtra co n/ He is .iUs.i\s selling 
on eBay at very reasonable prices, e.g. 
$20.00 for the Me I09C, parts 
catalogue. 



Tcmj Gmyver 



via email 



is the Canadair Sabre Mk 4/F-86B. 
F-861VF and F variants are plentiful. 
Yes. times ha\*e moved on. The above 
issue of s \\tl advertised 1 48 vv.ile 
decals for RAF Sabres, but where arc 
the kits! Is there a 1/72 scale kit? OK. 
the Sabre was only an interim RAF 
fighter pending arrival of the Hunter, 
however 430 were purchased under the 
Mutual Aid Defence Pact, equipping at 
least six squadrons. The Sabre also has 
its pari in jet aviation history. 



Mike Chaplin 



Worcestershire 



Send Your Letters To... 

fV.isr send r *» comments, cyjeshont * -1 
V-*>tc»c* to (he edtorvi address. < w .« », 
Hurt*"*! I»-"«IK» V 



(traders' Feedback 

The v»ewi expressed r> th* crAmn «re rot 
necessar** those or S*M r\/*cjbom Readers 
Address deuh mutt be suppled but **» **l cr+y 
put*** them 4 the letter « coradrred to tie a 
request tor awOance or Other correspondence 
from the readershp 

Thn page w>l be Locej to puOk\h krttm wt 
receiwe Vom the resadershp that relate to artdr* 
previously pubhhed n thr» mtgune These 
letters *<J add to < > late or rev«se such arTxtes 




1/48 scale Be* AH- IS Cobra by Ham Saiamaa 




Photos by Kai Asplund of the Aviation Shop in Helsinki (www.aviationshop.fi) from IPMS Helsinki's Exhibition and Competition held at the Finnish 
Aviation Museum at Helsinki-Van taa Airport in November 2005. 




Superb Gruimw Aw e ng er 1/32 scale by Jan Mwrdnsn Russian Air Fore* Hawker Hurricane lb by jan Mcttmcn 



